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A Message from Chuck 
 

If we have counted correctly, in the past six years, we have may more than 
doubled the number of family units who call Emmanuel Episcopal Church their 
church home. In a world where mainline institutional churches are closing, clustering 
and combining resources, this kind of church growth is impressive. This is reason to 
be grateful and respectfully begs the question — What’s going on at Emmanuel? 

After a recent visit to our parish, the Dean of Virginia Theological Seminary said this 
about Emmanuel: 

Emmanuel Episcopal Church on Russell Road is doing well. I enjoyed 
my time with them. It looks like it is the fastest growing congregation 
in the diocese. And it is good to learn what they are getting right — 
they welcome children; they don't take themselves too seriously, yet do 
liturgy with care; and they preach the Gospel. It was lovely being with 
them.  

~ Dean Ian Markham 

It’s humbling to read such nice things about our parish. Thank you Dean Markham. 

I was recently asked by a researcher if I would be open to an interview to discuss why 
I think we have experienced increased and sustained growth. Along the same lines as 
Dean Markham, I shared several possible reasons why we may be experiencing such 
a blessing: wonderful talented people make up our parish population; our Sunday 
liturgy is accessible, not preachy; we’re a relational, not programmatic church; we 
have a multigenerational population, including an aging and graying population. I’d 
like to also add that we have a talented and dedicated staff who love and serve the 
people of our parish as well as the larger community around us. We’re not a perfect 
church and we make no apologies for that. We make mistakes every day and 
hopefully this frees up our parishioners to be human every day too! Lastly, we’re just 
lucky. This is a good time in the history of our parish and we do not take that for 
granted. We’re grateful to our parishioners who have gone before us and provided so 
well for us today. If you’re one of those people, thank you. We appreciate the 
sacrifices you made for us a long time ago, so we can be the church we are today. 

Thank you too, to those who have recently made pledges to our parish for the recent 
annual giving campaign as well as those who have contributed to the fund dedicated 
to addressing some of our deferred and much needed capital improvements. Thank 

(Continued on page 2) 
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you in advance to those of you who will still make a pledge. We’re in the process 
of building our 2020 budget and every dollar pledged helps us to more clearly 
see a path for the future ahead. 

Please let me conclude by saying that serving you is the privilege of a lifetime. 
I’m grateful to call Emmanuel my church home too and I love that we’re a part of 
this endeavor together. I know you join me in thanking God for our many 
blessings. 

Please keep me in your prayers and know that you are in my prayers as well. 

Peace, Chuck 

 

Mid-Week Worship at VTS 

 

Did you know that anyone can attend week day worship services at Virginia 
Theological Seminary? Give yourself a break and take advantage of this 
opportunity for a spiritual lift, especially during the busy weeks ahead.  

First, go to www.vts.edu calendar to confirm the time and location. Services are 
held in the Immanuel Chapel, but not over the school's holidays. 

Both of our seminarians are musicians: Kevin Newell directs Schola Cantorum 
(scheduled for the Tuesday,  December 3 at 5:15 p.m. service); Pete 
Nunnally  leads the prayer and praise Wednesday worship team which uses 
contemporary Christian music. Thursday's service is a Eucharist for the entire 
VTS community (kids are welcome). So just do it! We're pretty sure you'll be 
glad you did. 

(Continued from page 1) 

HiLites 
 

At its regular meeting on November 13, the Vestry…  

• Discussed ideas to further progress on the strategic plan, including 
volunteer appreciation, welcoming newcomers, continuing to record and 
post sermons online, and offering service opportunities for families. 

• Considered how to conclude the current strategic plan and embark upon 
the next planning period with a new parish survey in 2020. 

• Introduced a new plan for Vestry reporting that has liaisons interacting with 
coordinators before upcoming events to learn more, find out what help is 
needed, and keep the Vestry informed. 

• Appreciated those who have pledged and donated to the Capital Campaign, 

even as we continue our efforts to include more parishioners in financial 
support of our church. 

Sarah Kolo, Clerk 

mailto:ccmccjr@gmail.com
mailto:jpeacock@vts.edu
mailto:pnunnally@vts.edu
mailto:knewell@vts.edu
mailto:EECYouthFormation@gmail.com
mailto:musicdirector@emmanuelonhigh.org
mailto:administrator@emmanuelonhigh.org
mailto:office@emmanuelonhigh.org
mailto:office@emmanuelonhigh.org
http://www.emmanuelonhigh.org/
http://vts.edu/
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2019 Vestry 
 

Aaron Flaaen (Senior Warden) 
Tom Craig (Junior Warden) 
Barbara Huffman (Worship) 

Maria Jones  / Matt Stratford (Education) 
  Katie Deemer / Doris Rudolph (Service) 

Joe Dresen / Janie Piemonte /  
Meredith Wade (Stewardship) 

Emily McNaughton / Greg Shannon 
(Fellowship) 

 Gene Lange (Treasurer) 
Sarah Kolo (Clerk) 

 

Contacts for Ministry Teams 

Worship 
Team Coordinator: Nancy Dupree 
Acolytes: Kelly and Joe Dresen 
Altar Guild: Mary Ann Frank 
Counters: Kelli Corts 
Guitar Circle: Stewart Bartley 
Music & Choirs: Ryan Fitch 
Readers (8:00): Suji Kelly 
Readers and Chalice (10:30): Jerry Boykin 
Ushers: Bob Callahan 
 

Education 
Team Coordinators: Joani Peacock 
                                          Elise Flick 
Adult Spiritual Formation: Beth Boland 
Sunday School: Elise Flick 
Preschool: Nicole Crochet 
 

Service 
Team Coordinator: Sean Ellis 
Adult Summer Service Trip: Vacant 
ALIVE!: Sarah Orndorff 
Bag Lunch Program: Karen Coda 
Carpenter’s Shelter Breakfast: Jennifer Jones 
Carpenter’s Shelter Dinner: Bonnie Lilley 
Community Lodgings: Barbara Harslem 
Giving Tree: Sylvie Harris 
Haiti: John Maass 
Haitian Coffee Sales: Kim Scott 
Meals on Wheels: Katie Kelly 
Refugee Family: Kim Scott 
United Thank Offering: Bonnie Fairbank 
Yard Sale: Megan & John Read 
 

Fellowship  
Team Coordinator: Jennifer Jones 
Breakfast with St. Nick: Courtney Keplinger 
Coffee Hour Baristas: Ann Wheaton 
Craft & Sewing Group: Gudrun Callahan  
Easter Egg Hunt: Eileen Gorman 
Prime Timers: Bonnie Fairbank; Barbie Frank 
Shrine Mont Parish Retreat: Joe Scott 
Twenties & Thirties (TnT): Leo Cruz 
 

Stewardship 
Team Coordinator: Adam Schildge 
Annual Giving: Jane Kolson; Tyler Dorn 
Building and Grounds: Meredith Wade 
Finance: Stewart Bartley 
Foundation: Jane Kolson 

 

. 

 

 
 

 

 

The Lord is good to those who wait for him, to the soul who seeks 
him.  ~ Lamentations 3:25 

 

Introduction 

So much waiting and so little time. During the 
four short weeks of Advent, Christians 
anticipate both a baby being born and the end 
of time. Our faithful cousins, the 
Adventists, live in anticipation that the 
Second Coming is coming soon. They keep 
rescheduling the momentous day. Jesus, 
however, is on a different calendar. 

We Anglicans (Episcopalians) are 
incarnational folks. It is Christmas that we are 
waiting for. God takes an enormous leap of 
faith to be born as a babe in the manger. Vulnerable, tiny and in need of love. 
That Second Coming is a far off and nebulous thing to us. 

But in a single tick of the clock, God infuses the fullness of time.  

Life is what happens while we are waiting, right? Waiting for the alarm to go off. 
Waiting for a downtown bus. Waiting for paint to dry and the dryer to buzz. 
Waiting at the dentist’s office and in line at the grocery store. Waiting for a loved 
one to come safely home. 

Waiting on love. Waiting on hope. Waiting on faith. 

Waiting on God and waiting for the Child.  

This little book marks the 24 days of Advent. Each with an artistic image, a 
quote from literature, and links to the Daily Office readings for the 
season.  Twenty-four days to wait until the time is ripe and for the kingdom to 
come. 

Paper copies will be available at church Sunday, December 1. Or read online 
here.  

Blessed Reading, 
Joani  

Waiting Rooms: Poetry, Scripture & 

Icons for Advent 

In the Waiting Room, Anica Govedarica 

Happy 25th Anniversary Joani! 
Please join us on Sunday, December 22 as we celebrate the 25th anniversary of 
Joani's priestly ordination. Joani will be the celebrant and preacher at both 
Sunday services, Following the 10:30 a.m. service during coffee hour we’ll all 
have an opportunity to congratulate Joani on her many years of service. 
Congratulations, Joani! 

mailto:aflaaen@gmail.com
mailto:thomas.l.craig3@gmail.com
mailto:barbhuffman@msn.com
mailto:mariajonesie@gmail.com
mailto:matt.stratford@gmail.com
mailto:katedeemer@gmail.com
mailto:drudolph01@comcast.net
mailto:joseph.dresen@wilsoncenter.org
mailto:mjpiemonte@gmail.com
mailto:meredithswade@gmail.com
mailto:e.mcnaughton01@gmail.com
mailto:gjshannon@gmail.com
mailto:gcl47@msn.com
mailto:kolosarah@gmail.com
mailto:nsdupree@live.com
mailto:joseph.dresen@wilsoncenter.org
mailto:gmafrank1@comcast.net
mailto:administrator@emmanuelonhigh.org
mailto:sbartley59@comcast.net
mailto:musicdirector@emmanuelonhigh.org
mailto:squij2@gmail.com
mailto:jboykin@beankinney.com
mailto:%20callahro@mail.nih.gov,%20rc54d@nih.gov
mailto:celticjlp@yahoo.com
mailto:EECYouthFormation@gmail.com
mailto:bethboland@aol.com
mailto:EECYouthFormation@gmail.com
mailto:director@epsonhigh.org
mailto:skellis5@gmail.com
mailto:sarah8702@gmail.com
mailto:karencoda@yahoo.com
mailto:jjplaywright@yahoo.com
mailto:clilley406@aol.com
mailto:bharslem@msn.com
mailto:sylvienharris@gmail.com
mailto:johnmaass23@verizon.net
mailto:kscott@sssas.org
mailto:okellykb@hotmail.com
mailto:kim.scott221@gmail.com
mailto:bfair1600@aol.com
mailto:johnpaulread@gmail.com
mailto:jjplaywright@yahoo.com
mailto:cpieczynski@gmail.com
mailto:aswheaton@gmail.com
mailto:gudrun.callahan@gmail.com
mailto:emgorman3@hotmail.com
mailto:bfair1600@aol.com
mailto:poolefrank@comcast.net
mailto:lijoescott@comcast.net
mailto:leocruznu02@gmail.com
mailto:adamschildge@gmail.com
mailto:jkolson@gwu.edu
mailto:tyler.dorn@gmail.com
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mailto:stewartbartley@mac.com
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https://unorthodoxunhinged.com/2019/11/01/waiting-rooms-poetry-scripture-icons-for-advent-early/
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Advent and Christmas Events and Services 

Advent Wreath Making 

Sunday, December 1  |  11:45 AM  

 

Come make an Advent wreath and other holiday crafts 
for your family. 

 

Cocktails, Mocktails & Carols 

Saturday, December 7  |  7:00 PM 

 

Back at Emmanuel by popular 
demand! A "grownup" holiday 
gathering to celebrate the 
"spirits" of the season!   

We'll sing carols with Claire 
Elser on piano. Led in song by 
the vocal group "Amici"  (Ryan 
and friends) and the ringing of 
bells! 

Cocktails (spiked hot cocoa, cranberry champagne 
spritzers, seasonal brews) and  mocktails (hot mulled 
cider and sparkling, too).  

And nibbles! (Please, sign up to bring sweet or savory 
finger food.) 

Wear your CRAZIEST Christmas sweater! (There will be 
prizes!) 

And for our neighbors in need, please bring NEW warm 
gloves, hats, and scarves for Carpenter's Shelter.  

Childcare available by request. Please, RSVP here to let 
us know children's names and ages. 

Donations accepted at the door. 

What could be more fun in Advent? 

Late comers are welcome, but to ensure we have plenty 
of "spirits" to go around please RSVP here by December 
4, if you are able. 

Drive safely! Uber and Lyft are recommended! 

Any questions? Contact Joani. 

Breakfast with St. Nick 

Sunday, December 8  |  11:45 AM 

 

Please join us for our 
annual Breakfast with St. 
Nick, right after the 10:30 
a.m. service, for good 
food and great 
fellowship!   

Children will have an 
opportunity to meet St. 
Nick, and little ones who 
leave their shoes in the 
Parish Hall will find a special treat in them when they 
return after the service. 

Interested in helping? We could use a few more people 
to bring warm breakfast items (e.g., egg, french toast, 
or potato casserole). A donation of $10 per family is 
requested (but optional), to cover the cost of the 
event. For questions, please contact Courtney 
Keplinger.  

 

Christmas Card Writing on Advent III 

Sunday, December 15  |  9:00 AM and 11:45 AM 

 

Calling all parishioners, 
ages 6 to 96! Don’t you 
love getting Christmas 
cards? On December 15, 
take a little time after 
either the 8:00 a.m. or 
10:30 a.m. service to write 
a couple of Christmas cards 

to members of our Emmanuel family who are living at 
Goodwin House, are house-bound, have moved away, 
or otherwise cannot make it to church in person to 
worship and socialize with us. There will be a second 
station for writing cards to preschool families who do 
not attend Emmanuel services. What could be more in 

(Continued on page 5) 

https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07egpif8si89c0cb0e&oseq=&c=&ch=
https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07egpif8si89c0cb0e&oseq=&c=&ch=
https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07egpif8si89c0cb0e&oseq=&c=&ch=
mailto:celticjlp@gmail.com
mailto:cpieczynski@gmail.com
mailto:cpieczynski@gmail.com
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keeping with the Christmas spirit than reminding our 
extended church family how much we remember and 
treasure them? 

 

Christmas Meal Basket Activity 

Sunday, December 15  |  11:45 AM 

This year Emmanuel has set a goal of providing 
Christmas meals to 8 families in need. We would like to 
invite all children to join us in the Parish Hall after 
Sunday School to assemble these meal baskets. Youth 
have distributed donation cards identifying specific 
items needed to make these 8 meal baskets — if you 
took one of these cards, please remember to leave 
your items in the bin in the vestibule by Sunday, 
December 8. We need to take an inventory of the 
donated items that week before assemblying the 
baskets. The baskets will be immediately delivered to 
the Koinonia Foundation for distribution the following 
day. This is a wonderful opportunity for children to 
practice helping those in need. Questions? Contact 
Elise Flick. 

 

A Contemplative Christmas Taizé 
Service of Evening Prayer 

Sunday, December 15  |  6:00 PM   

 

The season leading up to 
Christmas can be a blue season. 
Maybe the past year for you has 
been one of sadness or loss; 
maybe a year of more “downs” 
than “ups”. Or maybe you might 
just want to celebrate the 
coming of Christ  in a quieter 

way.  

If you are looking for a respite from the dark days of 
December, we invite you into the warmth and light of 
Emmanuel's Chapel. 

Join us for a candlelit service of Evening Prayer 
adapted from the New Zealand Prayer Book and 
interwoven with the contemplative music of the Taizé 
community. 

(Continued from page 4) All are welcome. Bring a friend or family member. 
Share this with a coworker. 

Hope to see you there! 

 

Christmas Eve Pageant 

Tuesday, December 24  |  4:00 PM 

 

Come one, come all to see 
the Christmas Story as 
only our young “stars” can 
tell it, sing your favorite 
carols and rejoice in the 
wondrous gift of Jesus’ 
birth. All children are 
welcome to participate, 
including out-of-town 
visitors. There will be a 
sign up poster for readers, 
Mary, Joseph and the Wise 
People displayed in the Big 

Room during the Breakfast with St. Nick on Sunday, 
December 8. All others need not do a thing to prepare 
other than show up at 3:30 p.m. to pick out a favorite 
costume before the service! If you have additional 
questions, please contact Kate Bartholomay. 

 

Christmas Eve Vigil 

Tuesday, December 24  |  10:00 PM 

 
This more traditional celebration of the Savior’s birth 
will no doubt be a little quieter than the 4:00 p.m. 
Pageant. This is a joyful Holy Eucharist celebrated in 
the nave, with full choir. Family, friends, and 
neighbors are all welcome. 
 

Christmas Day  

Wednesday, December 25  |  10:30 AM 

 

Christmas Day is the sacred annual commemoration 
of Jesus’ birth. Millions of believers around the world 
gather this day to celebrate again the great gift Christ 
is in our lives. 

mailto:EECYouthFormation@gmail.com
mailto:katebartholomay@gmail.com
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We are updating our 2020 pictorial directory and need 
your assistance. Has your mailing address or email 
changed? Is there a new family member or hairstyle 
since your last submission? Are you new to Emmanuel 
within the last year? Have the children grown? Now is 
the time to send in a new photo as preparations are in 
the works to publish our 2020 directory.  

Your photo does not need to be formal, a snapshot is 
fine, as long as it is in focus and shows your family 
members close-up and clear enough to be identified. 
When submitting your photo, please keep in mind the 
following requirements:  

• Submit your photo, .jpeg format, via email to 
Karen. Please put your last name in the subject line. 

• Either black and white or color photos are 
acceptable. 

• If you are submitting a professionally taken photo, 
you must obtain written permission from the 
photographer to include the photo in Emmanuel’s 
directory. 

• If you would prefer to have one of our Emmanuel 
photographers take your picture for the directory, 
please let Karen know, and we will schedule a photo 
session for you. 

The pictorial directory has been well received here and 
helps members, new and long-time, connect with one 
another, put faces with names and is a source for 
contact information. Our next directory will be 
published in January 2020 but with 200+ families in the 
directory we need photos and updated contact 
information now, preferably by Friday, December 8. 
Questions? E-mail Karen. 

Thank you to everyone who regularly volunteers to host 
our Sunday coffee hour! 

We are looking for baristas for December and January. 
Please take a look at the schedule to see which Sunday 
you are able to help with. E-mail Ann Wheaton or click 
on the link above. 

Hosting coffee hour may 
seem intimidating but being 
a Coffee Hour Host only 
requires an occasional 
Sunday commitment, 
buying at minimum ready-
made cookies or crackers, a 
bag of grapes and a quart of 
half-n-half. The coffee, tea, 
cups and plates are all there 
as are instructions for making coffee and hot water. If 
you have questions, would like to sign up, or would like 
to shadow a seasoned host, please e-mail or call Ann 
Wheaton (240-604-2835) or sign up here. 

 

 

Christmas Flowers  
 

Please consider 
helping the Altar 
Guild decorate 
the church by 
making a 
donation to our 
Christmas 

Flower Fund. It is a wonderful way to honor, or 
remember, a loved one at Christmas. The suggested 
donation amount is $60, but all gifts are appreciated. 
See the sign-up sheet and envelopes on the Memorial 
table in the back of the church. Although there is no 
deadline for flower donations, donations received by 
Monday, December 16, will be recognized in the 
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day bulletins. You may 
donate by check or on line through  e-giving. Please be 
sure to note  Christmas Flowers on your donation. 

Emmanuel’s 2020 Pictorial 
Directory 
Is Your Picture Up-To-Date?  

Coffee Hour  Hosts Needed 

mailto:office@emmanuelonhigh.org
mailto:office@emmanuelonhigh.org
mailto:office@emmanuelonhigh.org
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-iybG6ko1d2WWNglH3j771hNutnQTMb3hcS1-SieTmU/edit
mailto:aswheaton@gmail.com
mailto:aswheaton@gmail.com
mailto:aswheaton@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-iybG6ko1d2WWNglH3j771hNutnQTMb3hcS1-SieTmU/edit
https://giving.ncsservices.org/dl/?uid=ncs-1997
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Among 1001 other things that make Emmanuel 
Episcopal Church great is our century+ long 
relationship with the neighboring Episcopal seminary 
(VTS), located at the intersection of Quaker and 
Seminary Roads here in Alexandria. 109 years ago two 
seminarians ventured out from the seminary and 
traveled down into the “valley” and discovered families 
with children who were hungry for Christian 
education. So began a relationship between families 
and seminary that birthed a parish — our parish — into 
existence. Since then Emmanuel (EEC) has invited 
seminarians to do their Field Education work at EEC. 
Historically EEC has two seminarians throughout each 
academic year. Seminarians do their field education by 
participating in the life of our parish, primarily on 
Sunday mornings. Seminarians teach, worship and 
preach alongside us every week.   

Seminarians study scripture, church history, 
systematics, ancient languages, world religions, 
homiletics (preaching) and many other topics. They 
preach a couple of times at EEC each semester. 
Throughout a semester attendees in our pews will hear 
from Chuck and Joani, Pete and Kevin, and we’re also 
fortunate to have in our parish the Rev. Ross Kane, 
Director of Doctoral Programs and Assistant Professor 
of Theology, Ethics, and Culture at VTS, and the Rev. 
Grace Pratt who teaches theology at Episcopal High 
School and also serves as the assistant chaplain. Grace 
also shares with Chuck leading chapel with our 
preschool students. As many as six different voices and 
theological perspectives are heard in our pulpit every 
semester and throughout the entire year. Diverse is our 
pulpit. Blessed are we. 

A Diverse Pulpit  

 

Farewell Toni!  
 

Celebrating Toni 

Buranen after 

serving 5-1/2 

years as our 

Director of 

Spiritual 

Formation for 

Children and 

Youth. 
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We continue our annual fundraising event in support of our partner parish and school, Ste. Croix in Léogâne, Haiti. 
Last year this fundraiser raised almost $9,000! With your help we hope to raise a similar amount.  

This year we are focused on supporting 2 major areas: 

• music program 

• scholarships 

Our vision is to build on the music program to 
provide a comprehensive music learning 
environment by fully funding salaries for music 
teachers and purchasing additional musical 
instruments and equipment. Why do we fund a 
music program? There are no other music 
programs or music teachers in the region around 
Léogâne. Acquiring basic musical ability 
represents a potential job with opportunities to 
work in a music band, called a “fanfare” in Haiti, in 
funeral processions, or to accompany church 
services. More importantly: the students love it, 
the teachers are thrilled with it, and the Rev. 
Sonley (himself a musician) would like to continue 
to inspire the school children with the joy of 
music. 

Secondly, we would like to increase the number of 
sponsored student scholarships. Generous Emmanuel parishioners currently sponsor 9 scholarships… maybe we 
could sponsor 10 scholarships? You can “Sponsor a Child” with a full 1-year scholarship, which covers full tuition, 
school uniforms, school lunches, and needed supplies. The goal is to connect a donor from Emmanuel to a specific 
child; donors receive a photograph and short biography and have an opportunity to continue sponsoring that same 
child for multiple years. The need is great for those families that have no financial resources, but have children who 
are qualified and desire to attend Ste. Croix school. 

(Continued on page 9) 

The Giving Tree and Ste. Croix Parish, Haiti 
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The Giving Tree has been set up in the church foyer 
decorated with envelopes for you to select from 
through Sunday, January 5. Each envelope will 
represent a need to sponsor, along with the amount. 
There are a wide variety of needs, from $5 to $500. 
Please consider taking an envelope if you and your 
family would like to participate in this special way of 
loving and bringing joy to others.  

Instructions:  

Visit our Giving Tree and locate an item or items that 
you would like to contribute towards. Please return 
your donation envelope in the offertory collection 
basket or mail to the church office. Checks should be 
made payable to Emmanuel Church with “Giving Tree” 
in the memo line. You may also donate via E-Giving 
but please ensure you indicate which item you are 
sponsoring. If you are unable to physically pick up an 
envelope you can contact the Giving Tree coordinators 
to identify needs. 

Following is an example of some of the items that you 
will find on the Giving Tree: 

 

Contact Sylvie Harris or Sean Ellis with any questions. 

(Continued from page 8) 

Continuing our Tradition of 
Faithful Stewardship* 
Calling for Two Volunteers to Help 
with Building and Grounds 

*Stewardship: the careful and responsible management 
of something entrusted to one's care 

 

Since the days of our founding as a mission of Virginia 
Theological Seminary, members of this congregation 
have nurtured and continued a tradition of faithful 
stewardship of our property. We are so fortunate to 
have all its components to help us serve our mission: 
the chapel, the nave, the kitchen, the parish hall, the 
classroom and office spaces, the Memorial Room – yes, 
even the playground – all contribute to our worship and 
service ethic here at Emmanuel. 

For the past few years, a member of the Vestry has 
served as the liaison to our staff, helping to keep a 
variety of new or ongoing, large or small scope, 
critically needed or wish list projects accomplished. As 
we have grown and building and grounds uses and 
needs have increased, so has the work of continuing 
our stewardship of the property. 

Starting in January, a Vestry member will continue to 
liaise with the staff, but we would like to have two 
volunteers to provide specific support to this work: one 
concerned with the building and a second concerned 
with the grounds. These individuals would, for 
example, meet contractors/vendors from whom 
estimates are needed, coordinate volunteers for the 
spring and fall work parties, and help set priorities from 
the “Wish List” of projects compiled by church and 
school staff. The actual time commitment is 
intermittent and flexible around the volunteer’s other 
responsibilities. 

Whether you are sensing a call to action in service to 
this tradition, would like to play a larger part in the life 
of your church, or simply know that you could do more, 
please speak to Chuck or Kelli or Meredith Wade. Your 
help in the care of our property — entrusted to us by 
the generations who have gone before — for you, your 
family, and all those who are yet to come, would 
certainly have a positive impact. Prayerfully consider 
this opportunity and reach out. We need you! 

Amount Item 

$5 Plastic recorder for music program 

$10 Percussion instrument for music program 

$20 One new book for school library 

$25 Instrument tuner 

$25 Flash cards for English class 

$30 Music stand for music program 

$35 Ukulele for music program 

$50 Musical instruments repair fund 

$50 Sheet music for music program 

$50 Metronome for music program 

$75 Student flute for music program 

$100 Music teacher salary for one month 

$100 Student clarinet for music program 

$125 Student trumpet for music program 

$200 Student trombone for music program 

$500 
Sponsor a Child: full one year scholarship for 
elementary school student 

mailto:sylvienharris@gmail.com
mailto:skellis5@gmail.com
mailto:ccmccjr@gmail.com
mailto:administrator@emmanuelonhigh.org
mailto:meredithswade@gmail.com


 

 

Introducing Elise Flick — Emmanuel's 
New Director of Spiritual Formation 
for Children and Youth 
 

Elise Flick is a 
Theology and 
Business 
Administration 
double-major at the 
Catholic University of 
America. Elise comes 
to us from St. John's 
Episcopal Church in 
McLean, where she 
was responsible for 
liturgical ministries, 

particularly working with the more than fifty acolytes 
now serving there. She led many other formation 
programs during her time at St. John's, including 
Children's Chapel, youth group, Vacation Bible School, 
family outreach and fellowship events, and adult 
education programs. Elise is experienced in working 
with children with special needs and is a lifetime Girl 
Scout, having earned both her Gold Award and Silver 
Trefoil Award. She is a professional handbell musician 
and has rung with the Virginia Bronze and National 
Honors handbell ensembles as well as directed the teen 
ensemble at HMA National Seminar. When not in class 
or at church, Elise can often be found baking, playing 
squash, volunteering with Campus Ministry, or being 
dragged to the gym by her beloved but endlessly 
energetic roommates.  

Please introduce yourself to Elise and help us welcome 
her to the Emmanuel community. Elise can be reached 
at EECYouthFormation@gmail.com. 

 

A Note from Elise 

 

Thank you all for the warm welcome I have received — I 
am looking forward to working with you and your 
children in the coming months. Sunday school will only 
meet once this month (December 15), but please take a 
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look at our upcoming events to see how else your 
children can participate during this Advent season. 

                                                                        Elise Flick 

 

Calling all Youth Candidates for 
Confirmation! 

 

On October 4, 2020, Bishop Jim Mathes will visit 
Emmanuel to confirm and receive candidates into the 
Episcopal Church. Youth in 7th grade and up are eligible 
to be confirmed, or to be received into the Episcopal 
Church (if they have already been confirmed or have 
made an adult affirmation 
of faith in another 
tradition). We will begin 
preparation for 
confirmation in the new 
calendar year. If your youth 
would like to be confirmed 
or received in 2020, or 
would like more 
information, please let Elise know by January 5. 

 

Youth Sunday Readers Needed 

 

There is now an online signup for Youth Sunday 
readers. We are especially in need of readers in 5th 
grade and up to lead the prayers. If your child would like 
to read for a Youth Sunday service, please contact Elise 
for the link.  

 

Upcoming Events 

 

See page 4 for family events including Advent Wreath 
Making on Sunday, December 1; Breakfast with St. Nick 
on Sunday, December 8; the Christmas Meal Basket  
Activity on Sunday, December 15; and the Christmas 
Pageant/Children’s Service on Tuesday, December 24. 

Spiritual Formation for Children and Youth 

mailto:EECYouthFormation@gmail.com
mailto:EECYouthFormation@gmail.com
mailto:EECYouthFormation@gmail.com
mailto:EECYouthFormation@gmail.com
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Advent is a time of waiting — but not all that much 
waiting! Just four Sundays, four fleeting weeks that 
lead up to Christmas: a time of shopping and 
decorating and entertaining! (All good!) 

Spiritually speaking though, Advent, is a season of 
darkness that yields to light. A time of yearning that 
blossoms into hope. Each week, another candle burns 
on the Advent wreath, as we await the coming of God 
in the flesh. Just as we wait for God at the end of time.  

For four Sunday mornings, I invite you to come along 
with me for an advent/ure in faith. Using the Sunday 
lectionary and liturgy, we will explore the ritual and 
stories of this holy season. In a relaxed and 
conversational setting, we’ll grapple with the 
paradoxical truth of our faith: The God of the cosmos, 
born as a babe in the manger. 

The Sunday bulletin will be our text. There is no 
homework. You can come to any or all of the four 
sessions. And there is a bonus book for those who want 
to learn more: The Coming of Christ in Advent, by 
Raymond Brown. 

So, mark your calendars and come a little early to 
church in Advent! If you have any questions, please 
email me (Joani!). 

God of the Cosmos & God 
in the Cradle: Advent Adult 
Forum Series 
December 1, 8, 15 & 22   |   9:15 AM 

Intentional Movement 
Workshop 
Sunday, January 5  |  6:30-8:00 PM  

 

How does the way we move communicate who we are 
and what we think? Grace, strength and purpose in our 
movements are gifts to ourselves and to those we 
interact with. Join us for an Intentional Movement 
workshop taught by LocalMotion Project's Sara Lavan. 
Sara is a former professional dancer, and current 
dance educator, with decades of experience teaching 
healthy, intentional movement to all ages. Come see 
how movement can be an art form and spiritual 
practice. Dress comfortably for stretching and 
moving! All ages welcome. Cost free, refreshments 
provided. Memorial Room. 

 

God & Donuts volunteers help one of our parishioners by raking 

leaves. 

mailto:celticjlp@gmail.com
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Emmanuel’s formal Annual Giving Campaign has ended, however we welcome your 
commitment anytime. If for any reason you did not receive a campaign packet in 
the mail, please let the church office know or pick one up at the back of the church. 
This year’s commitments made by our parishioners will be used by our Vestry to 
create Emmanuel’s budget for 2020. We encourage all to participate in supporting 
the work and Christian ministries of our thriving congregation!    

 

  

  

  

  

Thank you to the following individuals and families who have made a 2020 pledge. Those names with asterisks have 
also made a pledge for capital expenses. 

Wonder in All 

 2019 2020 Annual Pledge 
(as of November 25) 

2020 Capital Expenses 
(as of November 25) 

Annual Gifts $423,829 $392,573 $38,043 

Pledges 159 119 79 

New Pledges 22 5 2 

Goal $450,000 / 20 new $450,000 / 15 new $55,000 

Anonymous 
Kerry & David Abbott* 
Jennifer Adams 
Kerry & Patrick Adams* 
Paula & John Ajello* 
Dawnita & Sylvan Altieri* 
Elizabeth & Tom Anderson* 
Kate Armstrong 
Marianne Bailey & Alex Bambara 
Kate & Brian Bartholomay* 
Christina & Stewart Bartley 
Lola Beggs* 
Ruth & Tom Bilodeau 
Beth Boland* 
Jerry Boykin* 
Jim Bradley 
Judi & Tony Brush* 
Amélie & Charles Cagle* 
Gudrun & Robert Callahan* 
Walter Carlton* 
Beth Tuttle & Bob Carragher 
Theresa McCarthy & Peter Chandler 
Karen Coda* 
Mary Lou Collins* 
Taylor & Tom Craig* 
Susan & Leo Cruz 
Vonda Delawie* 
Eileen O’Brien & Chuck Dervarics* 
Patricia Vance & Paul Donato* 
Mandy & Tyler Dorn* 
Kelly & Joe Dresen* 
Nancy Dupree* 
Gail & Ron Eger* 
Sean Ellis* 
Marion & Don Ervine* 
Bonnie & Ralph Fairbank 
Jeanne & Bob Feden 
Toby & Oscar Fitzgerald 

Bridget & Aaron Flaaen* 
Carol Foss* 
Barbie Frank* 
Mary Ann & Geoff Frank* 
Victoria Frank 
Paulette & Doug Garthoff* 
Bettina Gehring* 
Jenny & Joseph Gesley* 
Pat Hadley 
Ginny & Tack Hamby 
Joye Harris* 
Holly & Steve Hartell* 
Sarah Hastings 
Bayanne & James Hauhart* 
Barbara Helsing 
Sarah Orndorff & Nate Ho* 
Carlyn & Brandon Hollingshead 
Barbara Huffman* 
Beth Jarrett 
Maria Jones* 
Jennifer Jones & James Kaelin* 
Mary & Phil Kasik 
Sue & Pat Kenny* 
Courtney & Scott Keplinger* 
Sarah & David Kolo* 
Jane & Ken Kolson* 
Kathleen & Timothy LaDonna* 
Jeane & Gene Lange 
Lee Larkin 
Bonnie Lilley* 
Louise & Lowell Livinghouse 
Laura & Gian Macone* 
Meredith Martino* 
Elizabeth & Chris Massey* 
Jacqueline & Patrick Matlock 
Lauren Maxey* 
Chuck McCoart* 
Kathleen McCulloch* 

Carter McDowell* 
Emily McNaughton* 
Nancy Kuhn & Bucky Mills* 
Nieta & Sandy Morrison* 
Lucy Mustin 
Kay Parker 
Joani Peacock 
Pete Petersen* 
Kristin & Steven Pfeiffer* 
Janie & Mike Piemonte 
Pauline Porter* 
Anna Mary Portz 
Grace & David Pratt* 
Joanne & Harlen Pyle 
Barbara Reed 
Anne & Brett Reinke* 
Margaret & Geoff Rhodes* 
Laura & Thomas Rigby* 
Sandra Robbins 
Joan Rodano* 
Doris Rudolph* 
Amy & Adam Schildge* 
Alicia Hosmer & Jason Schmauder* 
John Schoenewolf* 
Kim & Joe Scott 
Cindy Shen* 
Louise & Frank Snyder* 
Joyce & Ed Soyster* 
Cappie & Bill Stiers 
Brooke & Matt Stratford* 
Pat Barbarowicz & Chuck Thomas* 
Olga Thomas 
Sharon & Blake Thompson* 
Marilyn Tulloch 
Barbara Harslem & George Tuttle 
Pat Tyler* 
Meredith Wade* 
Laura West* 

Catherine & Doug Wheeler* 
Jamie Williams 
Jacqueline Willian 
Rance Willis* 
Margaret & Brett Wohler* 
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Emmanuel parishioners who are 70 ½ or older may 
want to consider pre-paying their 2020 pledge by 
utilizing a Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD) from 
their retirement fund. Also known as an IRA Rollover, 
this arrangement: 

• Credits the donor’s gift toward his/her Required 
Minimum Distribution (RMD) for 2019, and 

• Transfers the gift tax-free to a qualified charitable 
institution such as Emmanuel. 

The donor of a QCD gift does not receive a charitable 
income tax deduction. 

QCD gifts must be transferred directly from your 
retirement plan (e.g. Schwab, Fidelity, Vanguard, TSP, 
etc.) to Emmanuel. To make a QCD gift, please contact 
your retirement plan administrator and ask for 
instructions on requesting such a transfer. The check 
should be made payable to Emmanuel Episcopal Church 
and directed to Kelli Corts, Parish Administrator.  
Emmanuel’s tax ID number is 54-0506454. Please ask 
your retirement administrator to include your name on 
the gift paperwork and a notation of “2020 Annual 
Giving Campaign.” 

Please direct questions to Jane Kolson, Annual Giving 
Campaign co-chair, at 202-280-8634, or Kelli Corts, at 
703-683-0798.  

We are close to the end of Emmanuel’s calendar year. 
Many, if not all of us, have pledged as part of our 
commitment to Emmanuel. In order for Emmanuel to 
meet all of its goals, it is necessary that each of us fulfill 
the pledge we committed to last fall. If you are behind 
in your payments, we trust it is an oversight and now is 
a great time to catch up.  

If you are unsure of the balance on your pledge, please 
reach out to Kelli who can provide a current statement 
to you.  

If you are unable to fulfill your 2019 pledge please let 
Kelli know as soon as possible. We assure you that 
everything is confidential.  

Thank you for your continued support of Emmanuel 
and it’s mission and ministries. 

 

 

Qualified Charitable 
Deduction (QCD) 

Message from Your Vestry 
and Treasurer 

Contribute to Emmanuel 
When Shopping on Amazon 
Smile!  
 

With the Christmas shopping season upon us, here’s a 
friendly reminder that with a simple push of a button, 
your purchases can support Emmanuel. Only purchases 
made at www.smile.amazon.com generate donations. If 
you haven’t signed up yet, go to the site and select 
Emmanuel before shopping.  

mailto:jkolson@gwu.edu
mailto:administrator@emmanuelonhigh.org
mailto:administrator@emmanuelonhigh.org
mailto:administrator@emmanuelonhigh.org
http://www.smile.amazon.com
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Preschool Board of Directors 
 

Melissa Bennett (Chair) 
Megan Savage (Treasurer) 

Kate Bartholomay (Secretary) 
Matt Stratford (Vestry Liaison) 

Becca Brocato (Teacher Representative) 
Meghan Currie (Resource Parent) 

Kate Sosnoff (Resource Parent) 
Brandon Hollingshead (Parishioner) 

Chuck McCoart (Ex Officio) 
Nicole Crochet (Ex Officio) 

 
 

Preschool Staff 
 

Director 
Nicole Crochet 

 
Office Administrator 

Dawn Doucette 
 

Financial Administrator 
Kelli Corts 

 
Teachers 

Pierina Battifora 
Rebecca Brocato 
Mary Beth Conry 

Meghan Cote 
Amy Ernst 

Marilu Escalante 
Christy Finn 
Paige Gilgan 

Mollee Hansen 
Perrin Keeler 

Jacqueline Kittredge 
Savannah McManus 

Dana Mutscheller 
Nancy Palmer 

Kate Schneider 
Cappie Stiers 

Amanda Womble 
 

School Hours 
Monday—Friday 

9:00 a.m.—12:30 p.m. 
 

Emmanuel Episcopal Preschool 
1608 Russell Road 

Alexandria, VA 22301 
703-683-0303 (phone) 

703-683-6158 (fax) 
preschooladministrator@epsonhigh.org 

www.emmanuelonhigh.org 

Preschool News — Sky Blue 3’s 

The Sky Blue 3’s spent the end of October learning about pumpkins, spiders, 
bats, and jack-o-lanterns. We read Inside a House that is Haunted by Alyssa Satin 
Capucilli, My First Halloween by Tomie dePaola, The Leaves Are Falling One by 
One by Steve Metzger, and The Pumpkin Patch by Elizabeth King. 

We celebrated Halloween by playing games, blowing bubbles and decorating 
mini pumpkins with paint and plastic jewels. We went on a scavenger hunt to 
find hidden paper pumpkins, then sported handmade spider hats during a 
Halloween sing-along with the other 3’s classes. We cut open a large pumpkin 
and took turns scooping out the seeds, then ended the day with a special snack 
of chocolate cupcakes. 

The Sky Blue 3’s love to cook, so students practiced their culinary skills by 
making mini apple pies and pumpkin muffins. Everyone likes to add ingredients 
to the bowl and take a turn stirring, but our favorite part is eating our creations! 

Jacqueline Kittredge and Dana Mutscheller 

Priority Applications for 2020-2021 School Year 

 

Preschool priority applications for the 2020-2021 school year are now available. 
Church families who wish to  receive an application packet should contact the 
preschool office (703-683-0303). Priority applications and required fees are due 
at 12:00 p.m. on Wednesday, December 11.   

mailto:preschooldirector@epsonhigh.org
mailto:preschooladministrator@epsonhigh.org
mailto:administrator@emmanuelonhigh.org
mailto:preschooladministrator@epsonhigh.org
http://www.emmanuelonhigh.org/
mailto:preschooladministrator@epsonhigh.org
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Highlights of the 225th Annual Convention of the Diocese 

of Virginia  

More than 450 lay and clerical delegates from across 
the Diocese gathered at the Crystal Gateway Marriott 
in Arlington, November 14-16, for the 225th Annual 
Convention of the Diocese of Virginia. The 
representatives from Emmanuel were Chuck, Joani and 
Barbie Frank (Lay Delegate). Pete Nunnally joined us 
for part of Saturday morning. 

Delegates to Convention have several responsibilities 
including the election of leaders to governing bodies, 
passing a budget for the upcoming year, and voting on 
any resolutions that come before the Convention.  

Elections were for the Diocesan Standing Committee, 
which serves as the council of advice to the Bishop, 
Deputies to the Episcopal Church’s 80th General 
Convention, to be held in Baltimore in 2021:  and the 
Provincial Synod, Province III which includes dioceses in 
Maryland, Pennsylvania, Delaware, West Virginia and 
Washington D.C. 

Budget: The Convention delegates approved a 
budget totaling $5,137,000. The budget featured 
increased funding for the work of race and 
reconciliation and continued support for growing 
ministries across the Diocese. 

 

Resolutions and other Actions of 
Convention:  Delegates to Convention 
passed the following resolutions: 

 

R-1 Discontinuing Single-Use Plastic Products: 
calls upon all churches, schools, conference centers and 
offices of the Diocese of Virginia to make all efforts to 
discontinue the use of disposable, single-use plastic 
products and foam products and to transition to 
reusable, compostable, and washable alternatives. A 
similar resolution was recently passed by the General 
Convention of the Episcopal Church USA. 

R-2 Amended Diocesan Alcohol Use Policy: 
seeks to establish standards for use of alcohol in 
church, parish and diocesan settings that 1) respect 
Virginia law, 2) support those who are in recovery, 3) 
protect the vulnerable, and 4) ensure that church work 
is carried out in a conscientious and unimpaired 
manner. Specifically, it states that no church business is 
to be conducted during or after serving alcohol. 
Business includes the work of vestries and all church 
committees. Further, there will be no consumption of 
alcohol by adults when leading events which involve 
youth. 

R-3 Requesting Reconsideration of Water 
Intake Site to Avoid Monacan Nation Ancestral 
Village and Grave Sites and to Provide 
Improved Protection of Graves of Native 
American and Enslaved People: This resolution 

requests that the local, state and federal water 
authorities reconsider the location and routing of the 
proposed JRWA water intake, pipeline and treatment 
plant in Fluvanna County to avoid the site of a former 
capital of the Monacan Indian Nation and burial 
ground. Further, it calls on the Office of the Bishop to 
seek and support improved legal protections for burial 
grounds of Native American and enslaved peoples. 

R-4 Stipendiary Clergy Pay Equity: This 

resolution calls for the Diocese of Virginia to continue 
(Continued on page 16) 

Barbie Frank, Chuck, Joani, and Pete Nunnally. 
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reporting at every Annual Convention its progress 
toward achieving pay equity for stipendiary clergy by 
gender and race. Further, it requires that the Diocese of 
Virginia and each of its congregations make public its 
compensation and benefits for clergy by amount and 
type for each of its stipendiary clergy. 

 

Highlights of Bishop Goff’s Pastoral 
Address 

 

In her pastoral address, the Rt. Rev. Susan Goff, Bishop 
Suffragan and Ecclesiastical Authority, announced that 
she will call for the election of the next Bishop Diocesan 
at Diocesan Convention in 2020. The consecration of 
the Bishop Elect will likely occur in late summer or early 
fall of 2022. Bishop Goff said that she will retire in 2023. 

In a recorded video address to the delegates, Presiding 
Bishop Michael Curry expressed his support for the 
timeline and plan for the election. 

The full text of Bishop Goff’s pastoral address will be 
available at www.thediocese.net.  Videos of both 
Bishop Goff’s address and Presiding Bishop Curry’s 
address are available on the diocesan Facebook page. 

 

Other Highlights 

The Diocese’s new Assistant Bishop Jennifer Brooke-
Davidson was introduced at this Convention. Bishop 
Brooke-Davidson joined the Diocese on November 4. 
She was previously Bishop Suffragan in the Diocese of 
West Texas. 

Bishop Associate Robert Ihloff made his parting address 
toward the close of this Convention. Bishop Ihloff will 
return to the Diocese of Maryland in January of 2020 to 
serve as a part-time Assistant Bishop. 

For continuing post-Convention coverage, visit the 
Diocese on Facebook and at www.thediocese.net.   

  

(Continued from page 15) 

Did you know Beth Boland goes into the three year old 
preschool classes each month and plays her guitar and 
sings with the students? Way to go Beth. Thank you for 
loving the kids and our preschool. They love you — and 
the teachers love you more! 

Christmas Choir  
 

Our adult choir will be singing at the 10:00 p.m. 
Christmas Eve service and we want your help to make 
our choir larger and more inclusive for that 
evening. Some of our choir members travel at 
Christmas and I encourage them to be part of music 
wherever they go, so in the same way, please invite 
your friends and family who are traveling to you this 
year, to be part of our Christmas Choir! If you or your 
loved one want to be part of our Christmas Eve Choir, 
please email Ryan for details and online practice tracks!   

Thank You Beth Boland 

http://www.thediocese.net
mailto:musicdirector@emmanuelonhigh.org
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Our goal is for every member of the parish to volunteer 
in some capacity at Emmanuel. Thank you to all who 
love and serve God and our parish. The Vestry is 
seeking candidates for six new members due to the 
normal rotation of members at the end of each year. 
To help you decide whether to toss your hat in the ring 
for 2020, we've compiled this brief summary of what 
the Vestry does and what the likely time commitment 
would be if you decide you would like to serve EEC in 
this capacity. Thanks in advance for your consideration 
and we know that you will find this a rewarding 
experience should you decide to join in! 
 

What is the Vestry?  

The Vestry is a group of elected* lay faith leaders who 
work with the Rector to discern, articulate and carry 
out the mission of the parish as defined by the 
congregation. Three basic functions of the Vestry:  
1) To approve the outcomes to be accomplished;  
2) To ensure the resources necessary for achievement 
of those outcomes are available and used efficiently;  
3) To make sure the desired outcomes are being 
achieved. 

How do we do it?  

Each vestry member serves as a liaison to a 
Ministry Team coordinating communication and 
consultation. 
 

Who may serve on the Vestry?  

Any parishioner who has been a member of the 
church for a minimum of one year and elected* by 
the parish at the annual meeting may serve as a 
Vestry member. We seek those who are respected 
in the church community; some will be known 
widely while others are building that respect within 
smaller circles in ministry teams and 
responsibilities. All Vestry members must be 
pledging members. 

 

How can I be considered to serve 
on the Vestry?  

After prayerful consideration, if you discern that sharing 
your gifts with the Vestry would help to carry out the 
mission of our church, simply express your interest to 
Chuck and submit a short bio to include your 
background and which gifts you would like to share. 
Leadership/background in human resources, education, 
financial management, event planning, community 
service, spiritual formation, and communications/public 
relations are always needed and welcomed. Bios will be 
published in advance and the election* will be held at 
the Parish Annual Meeting on January 26. Bios must be 
submitted by December 13 to Aaron Flaaen or Rev. 
Chuck McCoart. 
 
* At EEC our “election” is accomplished by acclimation 
of those who have volunteered to serve on the vestry. 
Perhaps one day down the road we may [again] have 
actual ballot elections, but not now. Additionally, if you 
are not selected to serve on the Vestry this next term, 
there are plenty of other opportunities in which you can 
serve the parish and we’ll gladly work with you to 
identify where you might serve. 

A Call for New Vestry Members 

Current Vestry: Barbara Huffman, Emily McNaughton, Katie Deemer, Tom 
Craig (junior warden), Sarah Kolo (clerk), Meredith Wade, Doris Rudolph, 
Janie Piemonte, Matt Stratford, Joe Dresen, Aaron Flaaen (senior warden), 
Chuck McCoart. Missing from photo: Greg Shannon, Maria Jones. 

mailto:aflaaen@gmail.com
mailto:ccmccjr@gmail.com
mailto:ccmccjr@gmail.com
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For a look at our continually-

updated church calendar, click 

on the calendar to the left. 

1 New Year’s Day (Church Office Closed) 

1 Carpenter’s Shelter Dinner 

5 Youth Sunday 

5 Giving Tree Ends 

5 Intentional Movement as an Art Form and 

Spiritual Practice (6:30 PM) 

5 God & Donuts (4:00 PM) 

6 Meals on Wheels Deliveries 

8 Vestry Meeting (7:30 PM) 

12 Sunday School (10:15 AM) 

12 Preschool Open House (4:00 PM) 

16 Choir Practice (7:00 PM) 

20 Martin Luther King Day (Church Office Closed) 

24-26 God & Donuts Shrine Mont Retreat 

25 Carpenter’s Shelter Breakfast 

26 Annual Meeting (9:00 AM and 11:45 AM) 

26 Sunday School (10:15 AM) 

 

1 Outreach Team Meeting (9:00 AM) 

1 Advent I — God of the Cosmos & God in the 

Cradle: Advent Adult Forum Series (9:15 AM) 

1 Advent Wreath Making (11:45 AM) 

2 Meals on Wheels Deliveries 

4 Carpenter’s Shelter Dinner 

4 Vestry Budget Meeting (7:30 PM) 

5 Choir Practice (7:00 PM) 

7 Cocktails, Mocktails & Carols (7:00 PM) 

8 Advent 2 — God of the Cosmos & God in the 

Cradle: Advent Adult Forum Series (9:15 AM)  

8 Youth Sunday  

8 Breakfast with St. Nick (11:45 AM) 

8 Lay Committee Meeting (11:45 AM) 

11 Vestry Meeting (7:30 PM) 

15 Advent 3 — God of the Cosmos & God in the 

Cradle: Advent Adult Forum Series (9:15 AM) 

15 Card Writing (9:00 AM and 11:45 AM) 

15 Sunday School (10:15 AM) 

15 Christmas  Basket Activity (11:45 AM) 

15 God & Donuts (4:00 PM) 

15 Contemplative Christmas Taize Service (5:00 

PM) 

16-20 Bag Lunch Week 

19 Choir Practice (7:00 PM) 

21 Musician’s Christmas Party 

22 Advent 4 — God of the Cosmos & God in the 

Cradle: Advent Adult Forum Series (9:15 AM) 

24 Christmas Eve Pageant (4:00 PM) 

24 Christmas Eve Vigil (10:00 PM) 

25 Christmas Day Service (10:30 AM) 

25-31 Christmas Holiday (Office Closed) 

28 Carpenter’s Shelter Breakfast 

Church Office Hours 
**Please note that the Church Office will be closed 

from December 25 to January 1. However, staff will 

be available December 26-31. Please call the office 

(703-683-0798) and leave a message, or e-mail 

Chuck, Joani, Kelli, or Karen if you need to get in 

touch with any of us or to ensure someone is at the 

church if you need to stop by.**  

http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/calendar.aspx?ci=G1F0L6K5O9L6O9L6I3
http://dka200.wix.com/eecmeals
https://dka200.wixsite.com/eecmeals
http://dka200.wix.com/eecmeals
https://dka200.wixsite.com/eecmeals
mailto:ccmccjr@gmail.com
mailto:celticjlp@gmail.com
mailto:administrator@emmanuelonhigh.org
mailto:office@emmanuelonhigh.org

