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Vestry News 
By Tom Craig, Senior Warden 

 
“Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal 
of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, 
what is good and acceptable and perfect.” Romans 12:2 

When Saint Paul wrote his letter to the Romans he was preparing to go to Jerusalem 
with the charitable contributions collected in Macedonia for the relief of the 
Christians in Judea. What he tells us, in addition to the fact that fundraising isn’t new 
to the church, is that we need to be open to transformation and change. As we look 
to a new year, the Vestry is re-evaluating how we are serving our community and 
communicating with the church membership. We hope that as we go through this 

process you will share with us your views on how we can 
best serve the church. We also want to highlight the great 
volunteer work our fellow parishioners are doing in the 
community and let you know how you can participate.  

Before discussing the new Vestry’s plans for this year, I 
want to say thank you to Aaron Flaaen, Meredith Wade, 
Katie Deemer Sibley, Greg Shannon and Joe Dresen who 
are leaving Vestry service. Their time and talents have 
been a great asset to the Vestry and their wisdom and 
leadership have put Emmanuel on stable financial footing 

and given us a path forward to addressing future opportunities. We are grateful for 
all they have done and continue to do for the church.   

This year’s Vestry recently held its first meeting and one topic was reaching the end 
of Emmanuel’s current five-year plan in 2021 and creation of the next one. As part of 
that process, we will be conducting a church-wide survey of the things that are 
important to parishioners, how we are using resources, and planning for future 
investments in our facilities. Please look for more information on this effort in the 
coming months.  

As we prepare for the survey, the Vestry agreed that we should highlight the great 
work that so many are doing on behalf of the church. With that in mind we will be 
changing some of our reporting for the monthly newsletter to allow for a more 
detailed description of the work being done at Emmanuel. If you read the Annual 
Report, it gives a great description of all the ministries that serve our community 

(Continued on page 2) 
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through work led by Emmanuel volunteers. Our goal is to spotlight various 
ministries on a monthly basis to give people an in-depth look at the many 
dedicated people who carry Christ’s message of service on behalf of all of us.  

In addition to the new format for the monthly newsletter, the Vestry will be 
changing the format of our meetings to focus more on making sure we are 
supporting Chuck, Joani, Ryan, Nicole and all our ministry teams in the most 
effective way possible. Currently, the Vestry meets 12 times a year for an hour 
and a half, giving us only 18 hours a year together to deal with church business.  

In order to maximize our time together the Vestry has reorganized its annual 
schedule to prioritize meeting with those in the church who are giving so 
generously of their time to support Emmanuel’s ministry priorities. The goal of 
each of these monthly meetings is to gain a deeper understanding of what is 
working well and where there are opportunities to enhance our support of those 
we serve and/or better assist the ministries’ efforts.  

In April you can expect to hear about the annual Foundation Report under the 
amazing stewardship of Jane Kolson and more details on how we are planning 
to conduct the survey prior to rolling out the new five-year plan.  

In May we will be sharing with you the report from the Finance Team on the 
economic health of the church. This is one of four quarterly reports that we will 
be sharing with you from the Finance Committee this year. In April we will also 
be hearing more about our Adult Spiritual Formation ministry and the great 
work that Beth Boland has been doing.  

In June we will have the opportunity to share all the incredible work that Sean 
Ellis, Karen Coda, Kim Scott, Pat Hadley and many others are doing to support 
the Emmanuel Outreach ministries. This team’s work is so foundational to who 
we are as a parish and they all serve as great examples of how we can impact the 
lives of others. We are really looking forward to sharing with you all the amazing 
things this team is doing and how you can help.  

In July, our fearless Church Administrator, Kelli Corts will submit the Auditor’s 
Report and we will hear from Ryan on the status of the Music ministry and what 
he has planned. We will also hear from Rachel and Chris Piemonte on the God 
and Donuts ministry and how we can better meet the creative, active and 
dynamic goals of the younger members of our parish who wish to grow in their 
understanding and life in Christ.  

In August we will again be sharing a quarterly Finance Committee report along 
with a look at the Child and Youth Spiritual Formation. Elise Flick has recently 
signed on to bring her energy and wisdom to the spiritual development of the 
children in our parish and we look forward to sharing with you what she has 
planned for the year.  

In September we will roll out the Annual Giving Goal and will share with you 
more about the great work Joani Peacock is doing with her ministry in the 
church. We will also be hearing from Jane Kolson and Tyler Dorn on the 
Stewardship team on all of their efforts on Emmanuel’s behalf. 

(Continued from page 1) 
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2019 Vestry 
 

Tom Craig (Senior Warden) 
Janie Piemonte (Junior Warden) 

Barbara Huffman  ·  Nathan Turner (Worship) 
  Maria Jones  ·  Matt Stratford (Education) 

Liz Kane  ·   Doris Rudolph (Service) 
Scott Keplinger  ·  Chris Yianilos (Fellowship) 

Emily McNaughton  ·  John Read 
(Stewardship) 

 Gene Lange (Treasurer) 
Sarah Kolo (Clerk) 

 

Contacts for Ministry Teams 

Worship 
Team Coordinator: Nancy Dupree 
Acolytes: Kelly and Joe Dresen 
Altar Guild: Mary Ann Frank 
Counters: Kelli Corts 
Guitar Circle: Stewart Bartley 
Music & Choirs: Ryan Fitch 
Readers (8:00): Suji Kelly 
Readers and Chalice (10:30): Jerry Boykin 
Ushers: Bob Callahan 
 

Education 
Team Coordinators: Joani Peacock 
                                          Elise Flick 
Adult Spiritual Formation: Beth Boland 
Sunday School: Elise Flick 
God & Donuts: Rachel Piemonte & Chris 

Piemonte 
Preschool: Nicole Crochet 
 

Service 
Team Coordinator: Sean Ellis 
Adult Summer Service Trip: Vacant 
ALIVE!: Sarah Orndorff 
Bag Lunch Program: Karen Coda 
Carpenter’s Shelter Breakfast: Jennifer Jones 
Carpenter’s Shelter Dinner: Bonnie Lilley 
Community Lodgings: Barbara Harslem 
Giving Tree: Sylvie Harris 
Haiti: Sean Ellis 
Haitian Coffee Sales: Kim Scott 
Meals on Wheels: Mary Tinsley 
Refugee Family: Kim Scott 
United Thank Offering: Bonnie Fairbank 
Yard Sale: Gretchen Walzl 
 

Fellowship  
Team Coordinator: TBD 
Breakfast with St. Nick: Courtney Keplinger 
Coffee Hour Baristas: Ann Wheaton 
Craft & Sewing Group: Gudrun Callahan  
Easter Egg Hunt: TBD 
Prime Timers: Bonnie Fairbank; Barbie Frank 
Shrine Mont Parish Retreat: Joe Scott 
Twenties & Thirties (TnT): Lauren Maxey 
 

Stewardship 
Team Coordinator: Adam Schildge 
Annual Giving: Jane Kolson; Tyler Dorn 
Building and Grounds: Christina Bartley & 

Stewart Bartley 
Finance: Aaron Flaaen 
Foundation: Jane Kolson 

 

. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

October will be the annual report from the Preschool. Many of us came to 
Emmanuel through the Preschool and except for our Sunday services it is the 
most forward-facing ministry we have. Nicole Crochet has worked hard to grow 
enrollment and make the school a safe nurturing environment where our 
youngest parishioners can grow. We look forward to hearing from her about 
how she sees the future of Emmanuel Preschool and what she needs to continue 
to be successful.  

In November we will share the final quarterly report from the Finance Team of 
the year and will hear from Joe Scott, Ann Wheaton, Lauren Maxey, Courtney 
Keplinger, and Gudrun Callahan from our Fellowship team. We will also hear 
from Nancy Dupree and our Inreach team.  

In December, our new heads of the Buildings and Grounds Team, Stewart and 
Christina Bartley, will update us on the physical plant needs of the church. We 
have had some major upgrades at Emmanuel this year from the repairs to the 
Memorial Room because of flooding to the new playground. We also recognize 
that Emmanuel is an old church and it needs upkeep. We look forward to 
hearing from Stewart and Christina on what those future needs may be, and 
how we can all help support efforts to keep the church in good shape. 

In January we will start the new year preparing for the Annual Meeting and the 
transition to the new Vestry.  

Our goal in this new effort is to be transparent on what we are working on, while 
highlighting those among us who are doing the hard work on behalf of the 
church. It is our sincere hope that this new format will encourage greater 
understanding of the shared challenges we face, give people more visibility into 
the nature of our many volunteer opportunities, and continue to create an 
environment of inclusion and love in Christ. Thank you all for all you do for our 
shared spiritual home and thank you for your patience as we try a new way of 
communicating and sharing what is going on with church business. 
 

 

HiLites 
 

At its regular meeting on February 12, the Vestry…  

• Outgoing Vestry members were appreciated and new members welcomed; 

• Vestry members selected ministry team liaison assignments (see sidebar); 
and 

• Vestry decided to focus on a ministry area at each meeting this year (as 
identified in the article on page 1).  
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This fall, Sunday, October 4 at the 10:30 a.m. 
service,  Bishop Mathis will make a semi-annual visit to 
Emmanuel. It is customary to celebrate the rite of 
confirmation whenever a bishop visits. 

Confirmation is the liturgy in which our baptismal vows 
are renewed. It’s a deep personal commitment to a 
Christian life and faith. A step that is often taken in our 
youth but also entered into at virtually any age and 
stage of our spiritual journey. Those confirmed in 
another Christian denomination may choose to “be 
received” into the Episcopal Church. And anyone 
previously confirmed in the Episcopal Church may 
“reaffirm” their baptismal covenant, as well. 

We do this when a bishop visits, because the bishop 
represents the larger church of which we are a part. 
God’s community spreads far beyond the four walls of 
Emmanuel.  

And I am writing this in January, so anyone and 
everyone who would like to consider the above has 
plenty of time to discern and prepare. 

Here are a few options: 

Youth Confirmation Class. Please contact Elise Flick. 

Adult Inquirers Class. Led by seminarian, Kevin Newell, 
this is a four week Sunday morning class during Lent 

beginning on March 1. The class meets between the 
services at 9:00 a.m. in the Memorial Room. Additional 
information on this class can be found on page 8 of this 
newsletter. 

Rabbi by Appointment. Lives are hectic and if Sunday 
mornings are challenging for you, I can meet with you 
one on one. Three times is recommended but more or 
less is also okay. Time and place also flexible. I follow 
your lead and interests. And you get a free book: “Jesus 
Was An Episcopalian.” 

And “The Dean” is also coming. The Very Rev. Dean 
Ian Markham, Dean of Virginia Theological Seminary, 
will be the celebrant, preacher, and adult forum leader 
on Sunday, March 29. It’s a great opportunity to gain 
insight on the current issues and developments in the 
Episcopal Church and the wider Anglican Communion.  

All are welcome along with all your interests and 
questions. They enrich us all.  

And confirmation/reception/reaffirmation is your 
choice. No need or pressure to commit ahead of time. 
Discernment is encouraged, honored, and respected.  

If you have any questions, please ask. 

Faithfully, 
Joani 

Inquiring Minds Want to Know — aka — The Bishop is 
Coming! 

Celtic Sunday 
 

The February 2 Celtic Sunday was a great 
celebration: Celtic Holy Eucharist at both 
services; youth reading and singing at the 
10:30 a.m. service including  a kids’ homily on the life of Saint 

Brigid; and a delightful 
“Irish” Coffee Hour with 
a boffo performance and 
impromptu class with 
the Boyle School Irish 
Step Dancers! Thanks to everyone who came and added to the festivities! 
We will def initely do it again next year! 

mailto:eecyouthformation@gmail.com
mailto:celticjlp@gmail.com
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The Episcopal Church took its leave of the 
Church of England in 1789. Organized in the 
era of “the founding fathers”, the polity of 
the American Episcopal Church mirrored 
the bicameral governance of the fledgling 
democracy; and does still to this day. 

In the Episcopal Church of the United 
States, there is a House of Deputies, elected 
representatives both clergy and lay from 
every diocese — like the House of 
Representatives. There is a House of 
Bishops, each bishop elected for life from 
their diocese at large (even when retired they remain 
bishops) — like the Senate. The House of Bishops, 
every nine years, elects the Presiding Bishop — like a 
president. 

The business of the church is carried out every three 
years at General Convention. Matters of faith, ethics, 
worship, canon law, and our common life are 
addressed. The Presiding Bishop presides. Both houses 
debate the matters of the day and the resulting 
resolutions must be passed in both, as well. 

The 2015 General Convention authorized Marriage 
Rites for all. General Convention moves around. 2018 
GC met in Austin Texas and the 2021 GC will be in 
Baltimore, Maryland. (Let’s take a field trip and check 
it out!) 

The work of the church continues between 
conventions, of course! Elected in 2015, the current 
Presiding Bishop is the Most Rev. Michael Curry, the 
first African American to serve in this office. Besides 
presiding at GC, the PB regularly convenes the House 

 

The Presiding Bishop: The Moral Voice of the National 
Church 

of Bishops. Also called The Primate (the 
head of a national church), the PB connects 
us to the larger Anglican Communion 
which meets every ten years at Lambeth in 
Canterbury, England. In addition, 
ecumenically, the PB maintains a dialog 
both with our sister churches and interfaith 
partners, as well. 

The PB also oversees the mission and 
ministry of the American Church from its 
headquarters in New York City. The 
national church has multiple component 

parts including The Standing Liturgical Commission 
and the Office of Government Affairs.  The Presiding 
Bishop’s statements convey the moral authority of his 
office as spokesman for the church at large.  

In this capacity the PB often publicly addresses the 
moral challenges of the day: poverty, immigration, 
climate change, racial reconciliation, and more. His is 
the moral voice of the national church, authoritative 
but not binding. (We don’t have a pope!) 

So, when you see a Facebook post from the Presiding 
Bishop, it is not simply the personal opinion of an 
individual. It’s the official voice. With which we are 
totally free to disagree, of course. 

Going forward, I will write a brief monthly article 
highlighting the work of the Presiding Bishop and the 
larger Episcopal Church. Other highly recommended 
sources include the Episcopal News Service, Episcopal 
Café; and the Episcopal Church.  

Faithfully, 

Joani 

"Soul-Strolling!"  
 

Avid pedestrians in the parish, I would love to strap on my size 7 ASICS and go on a soul-stroll with you! Walking in 
God’s great outdoors is a wonderful way to lift the spirit and free up the head. And talking while strolling is a great 
way to process just about anything under the sun. Choose the Old Town waterfront, the streets of Del Ray 
or Huntley Meadows Park. Contact me, Joani, to set up a mutually agreeable time and meet up place!  

https://episcopalchurch.org/biography-most-rev-michael-curry
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org
https://www.episcopalcafe.com
https://www.episcopalcafe.com
https://episcopalchurch.org
x-apple-data-detectors://1
mailto:celticjlp@gmail.com
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Fortify: A 40-Day Mixtape 
for Lent 
 

Lent is the purple penitential season. A forty-day walk 
in the wilderness. It begins with a call to repentance and 
with a reminder of our mortality (Matthew 6: 1-6, 16-
21). Along the way, we hear the stories of Nicodemus 
(John 3:1-17) and the Samaritan woman at the well 
(John 4: 5-12). We bear witness to the healing of a blind 
man (John 9: 1-47) and the resurrection of Lazarus (John 
11: 1-45). These forty days conclude with the drama of 
Holy Week and the climactic joy of Easter. 

Jesus has set his face towards Jerusalem 
with a cross on his back. This very 
human and very holy Jesus has very 
human and imperfect disciples 
straggling behind — folks like us. The 
road to Calvary is filled with trepidation 
and hope, pain and healing, love and 
rejection, life and death. And then life 
again. 

So, plug in your earbuds! Here is a 4-
day, 40-tune mixtape for Lent — a 
playlist with an aging hippy vibe. The 

songs are both sacred and secular and cross multiple 
genres: folk, blues, rock, gospel, Celtic tunes and 
spirituals. Featured artists include the likes of the Byrds, 
Peter, Paul & Mary, Patty Griffin, the Wailin’ Jennys, 
Rhiannon Giddens, The Blind Boys of Alabama, and 
Birdtalker. 

Each day’s song is listed with its performer and lyrics. 
You can  listen by following my playlist on Spotify, 
Fortify: A 40-Day Mixtape for Lent, either on your 
smartphone or on your computer.  

You can also watch and listen by clicking on the 
booklet, which includes YouTube links to the 
performances. A link to this seasonal devotional can be 
found on the homepage of the parish website. 

Paper copies are available on the table in the narthex. 
Listen a day at a time. Shuffle the tunes. Binge listen if 
you like. 

Sing to the Lord a new song, for God has done marvelous 
things. 

A blessed and holy Lent to you all, 
Joani 

Shrine Mont Camps Sunday 

Shrine Mont Camps Sunday is an opportunity for the 
Diocese of Virginia to lift up the ministry of our 
diocesan camping program, inviting blessings and 
support from all parishes. Shrine Mont Camps Sunday 
takes place on Sunday, March 1, here in our parish! We 
will bless campers and counselors, pray for the ministry 
of camp, and hear a few words from Emmanuel 
campers at announcement time. In the meantime, 
check out www.shrinemontcamps.net for your child/
youth/family. There's something for everyone on 'The 
Mountain!" 

 

 

Shrine Mont Camp Registration Open 

Shrine Mont Camps’ Summer 2020 
registration is open! There is a 
sibling discount of $20 for every 
sibling past the first one (except for 
Family Camp). Got more questions 
about the camps or their rates? 
Head on over to 
www.shrinemontcamps.net and 
check out the info there! Or email 
the camp registrar. 

 

 

Shrine Mont Camps is Hiring! 

Shrine Mont Camps needs YOU! New counselors can 
apply now. Applications can be accessed through the 
Shrine Mont Camps website — check out the menu at 
the top of the page! AND — camp is on the lookout for 
two new camp directors! They’re hiring for Music and 
Theater camp as well as Explorers Camp — are you or 
someone you know the right fit? If so, e-mail Paris Ball 
with “camp director” in the subject line. Camp directors 
are hired seasonally and work a varying schedule 
depending on what camp they’re directing. More 
information is available on the camp website as well!  

Everything Shrine Mont! 

http://emmanuelalexandria.thediocese.net/Customer-Content/emmanuelgreenwood/News/Fortify_A_40_Tune_Mixtape_for_Lent_for_EEC_Website.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/65e9d04e001/7de590ad-d019-4a35-a02d-34f226d3e546.pdf
http://www.emmanuelonhigh.org
http://www.shrinemontcamps.net
http://www.shrinemontcamps.net
mailto:mnolde@thediocese.net
https://www.shrinemontcamps.net/
mailto:pball@thediocese.net
http://www.shrinemontcamps.net/camp-director-search-2020
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As we enter the season of Lent, the color, 
mood, and prayers of our Sunday worship 
are about to change. The church hangings 
will turn to penitential purple. Purple is 
often thought of as the color of royalty. But 
its use in this holy season historically 
derives from the priest, as a sign of 
humility, wearing his oldest and rattiest 
cassock. Black fades to purple! The flowers 
also will disappear! 

If you are a long time Episcopalian these 
traditions of Lent, Holy Week, and Easter 
may be familiar to you but if you are new to 
Emmanuel, maybe not! So, here is a brief introduction 
to this season’s distinct worship as we walk with Christ 
to Calvary through to the glory of the Resurrection. 

Starting on March 1, each of the five Sundays in Lent, 
our worship will begin with The Penitential Order.  
Opening with the acclamation: “Bless the Lord, who 
forgives all our sins.” together we recite The Ten 
Commandments (The Decalogue) as we seek God’s 
help to “incline our hearts to keep his law.” Followed by 
the confession and absolution. So, we begin forgiven, 
loved and free.  

This year March 1, the first Sunday of Lent is also 
Youth Sunday. The Eucharist, penitential order, 
readings and music will be tailored for younger ears. It 
is also Shrine Mont Campers Sunday and Emmanuel 
Preschool Sunday. (Wow, right?)  

In lieu of the Prayers of the People, there will be a 
Litany for campers, students, teachers, directors, 
volunteers and more. Camp veterans and a rep from 
EPS will share their good news during the 
announcements. The Preschool Board is hosting coffee 
hour. 

The fifth Sunday of Lent, March 29, 8:00 and 10:30 
a.m. The Very Rev. Dr. Ian Markham, Dean of Virginia 
Theological Seminary will preach and celebrate at both 
services. Dean Markham will also, lead a forum at 9:00 
a.m. in the Memorial Room, where he will bring us up 
to date on the seminary’s formational and 
transformational mission within the larger Anglican 
Communion. 

 

Changing Seasons: Worship for Lent, Holy Week & Easter 

Palm Sunday, April 5, 8:00 and 10:30 
a.m. The Passion according to Saint 
Matthew will be read in parts at both 
services. At 10:30 a.m. the first Sunday of 
each month is usually a Youth Sunday. 
This will be a bit of a hybrid! Children will 
participate in the Liturgy of the Palms and 
join with the choir in the procession. 
Elementary age and God & Donuts youth 
have been invited to take part in the 
reading of the Passion. Instead of a 
homily, the Passion reading is followed by 
silent reflection. 

A Down to Earth Maundy Thursday: Foot Washing, 
Agape Supper & Holy Eucharist, April 9, 6:30 p.m. in 
the Parish Hall. A candlelit and contemplative 
observance of Jesus’ last supper with his disciples.  
Following Christ’s example, as in the early church at 
the threshold of believers’ homes, we are invited to 
wash one another’s feet (optional). Gathered around 
the table, we will share a simple meal of soup, bread, 
and fruit; culminating in the celebration of the 
Eucharist, passing both bread and cup to one another.  
A signup email for the meal will be sent out soon.  

Good Friday, April 10, 7:30 p.m. in the Chapel. 
Traditionally the Passion according to John is read in 
the context of the Book of Common Prayer service. 
Having already heard the Passion on Palm Sunday, 
attendance on Good Friday has markedly gone down. 
This year we will do something both new and not so 
new. The Stations of the Cross for centuries have 
traditionally been used in observance of Good Friday. 
Emmanuel’s Way of the Cross, with each station, 
depicted artistically in the bulletin, will be candlelit 
and interwoven with Taize chant, seated in the 
Chapel. 

Easter Sunday, The Feast of the Resurrection, 8:00 
and 10:30 a.m. in the Nave. 

Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. Festival Holy Eucharist with 
full choir will be celebrated with bells, flowers, music, 
and Easter Egg Hunt to follow. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
Alleluia. 

Any questions? Contact Joani. 

mailto:celticjlp@gmail.com
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Isn’t that the one with Henry VIII? Isn’t that the gay 
church? Isn’t that the church that lets everyone in? Oh, 
that’s the Church that pretends to be Catholic.  

There are a lot of questions my friends have had about 
what it is to be an Episcopalian, and when I first was 
received into the Episcopal Church, I didn’t know how 
to answer those questions. What makes us different 
from the Romans, or the Baptists, or the Lutherans? 
What is so special about the Anglican preoccupation 
with Tradition, Reason, and Scripture?  

If you would like to form some answers to these 
questions, whether you’re new to this denomination or 
a “cradle” Episcopalian, there is a class for you! This is a 
class for all inquirers into the faith, and especially those 
who are interested in being confirmed (one of the 
sacramental rites of the Church). We will talk about the 
particularities of Anglicanism, Church history, some 
basic theology, and much more!  

Class will take place from 9:00 to 10:00 a.m. on Sunday 
Mornings (March 1, March 8, March 15, April 19, and 
April 26). If interested, e-mail Kevin Newell, 
Seminarian. 

 

 

 

Spiritual Formation for 
Children & Youth 

Preschool Sunday. Please help us welcome the families 
from our preschool at our Youth Sunday service on 
March 1 this month. This is a wonderful opportunity to 
strengthen the relationship between our preschool 
families and Sunday morning attendees. 

 

Sunday School. Sunday School is kicking into high gear 
this month — we will meet all four weeks following the 
Youth Sunday on March 1. To adhere to diocesan 
policies put in place for the protection of children in faith 
formation environments, we will need a parent volunteer 
on March 22 to serve as a second adult in one of our 
Sunday School classrooms. Please let Elise know if you 
are able to help with this need. Additionally, parents are 
encouraged to sign up to co-op one time before the end 
of the year to make sure we have someone on hand to 
be a second adult in the event that one of our teachers 
has a conflict arise at the last minute. 

 

Confirmation Class. The Youth Confirmation Class will 
meet on the following dates in March: 

• March 1 

• March 29 

These meetings are open to any young people interested 
in the topics we are discussing. In March, we will be 
learning about Scripture and its historical context, 
specifically addressing the Hebrew Scriptures and the 
Gospels. Anyone interested in being confirmed in 
October must attend these classes. Please contact Elise 
Flick for details or to volunteer with the confirmation 
class. 

 

Volunteer Needs 

• Parent Co-op for Sunday School on March 22 

• Volunteers to be part of a rotation to sort materials 
for the Worship Bags — contact Elise to volunteer 
once every 3, 6, or 12 months 

Inquirer’s Class 
Sundays, March 1, 8, 15 & April 19, 26  
9:00 AM 

mailto:knewell@vts.edu
mailto:eecyouthformation@gmail.com
mailto:eecyouthformation@gmail.com
mailto:eecyouthformation@gmail.com
mailto:eecyouthformation@gmail.com
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“Dietrich Bonhoeffer…he’s the 
real thing,” said Episcopal 
Presiding Bishop Michael 
Curry, when asked what 
person he would most like to 
sit with to talk faith (other 
than Jesus, of course!). 
Theologian, pastor, activist, 
martyr, and Episcopal saint: join us as we discuss how 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer stood witness during the Nazi 
regime and how he might inspire us during our own 
troubled times. An EEC Spiritual Social, with Rev. Dr. 
Rob Schenck, ordained evangelical minister and 
founder of The Dietrich Bonhoeffer Institute, and Dr. 
Victoria Barnett, Bonhoeffer scholar and recently 
retired director of Programs on Ethics, Religion, and 
the Holocaust at the United States Holocaust 
Memorial Museum. Sunday evening, March 1, 6:30 to 
8:00 p.m. in the Memorial Room. 

Popcorn Theology: My 
Beautiful Stutter 
Sunday, March 29  |  6:30 PM 
 

One in 20 children stutter. Many will stutter for 
life, facing bullying, stigmatization, emotional 
and sometimes physical violence, all at the hands 
of classmates, teachers, family members and 
society at large. Please join us for a screening of 
the documentary, "My Beautiful Stutter" (2019, 
90 minutes) which chronicles the lives of five kids 
who enroll in a NYC arts-based program that 
empowers them to deal with the pain and stigma 
of their stutter. This film last publicly screened at 
the 2019 Alexandria Film Festival. Cost free, 
public welcome, refreshments provided, Memorial 
Room. Register here. 

Upcoming Continuing 
Education Offerings at 
Virginia Seminary 

Being Christian: Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer 
Sunday, March 1  |  6:30 PM 

• Facilitating Conversations on Race and Faith: 
The Sacred Ground Curriculum. March 26 to April 
30. For more information and to register click 
here.  

• Where is God at Work? A Conversation on Faith 
in the Workplace. March 30. For more information 
and to register click here. 

 God willing 
The Rt. Rev. Susan E. Goff 

Bishop Suffragan of 
Virginia 

will ordain 
 

 Amanda Patrice Bourne 
Mary Gwynn Crichton 

William Streit Dickinson 
Matthew Dumont-Machowski 

Claire Louise Elser 
James Hamilton Bates Morton III 

Peter Eric Nunnally 
Leslie Colleen Schiefelbein 

Samuel Rixey Sheridan 
 

 to the Sacred Order of Deacons 
 

Saturday, March 7 at 10:30 a.m. 
Church of the Epiphany 

3301 Hidden Meadow Dr | Herndon, VA 20171 
 

The Bishop and the Standing Committee  
request the honor of your presence. 

 All members of Emmanuel are invited to attend the 
ordination service. 

Come One — Come All! 

http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=wsh8asdab&oeidk=a07egwukczf075c74ef&condition=SO_OVERRIDE
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/facilitating-conversations-on-race-and-faith-the-sacred-ground-curriculum-evening-session-tickets-8660063583
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/facilitating-conversations-on-race-and-faith-the-sacred-ground-curriculum-evening-session-tickets-8660063583
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/where-is-god-at-work-a-conversation-on-faith-in-the-workplace-tickets-89980152057
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Spring Green Leaves of Love: Refugee Family Fundraiser 

Can you imagine having to flee 
your homeland because of war, 
famine, or strife? Can you imagine 
yourself in the span of just a few 
months, transplanting your family 
to a new country with a new 
culture and with a foreign and 
unknown language? And can you 
imagine doing all of this as parents 
of small children and with few 
resources at your disposal? 

Christ Church’s Refugee Family Ministry started five 
years ago, and Emmanuel has been a sponsoring parish 
since the get-go. The program currently supports 
nearly thirty families, all from war-torn areas of the 
globe. The families hale from Somalia, Eritrea, Nigeria 
and predominantly Afghanistan. They are working hard 
to make a new life for their loved ones in the United 
States.  

The Refugee Ministry assigns each family a care team. 
The care team helps connect the families to 
community resources such as language classes and 
food pantries, along with day-to-day support such as 
rides to medical appointments. Melanie Gray, the 
Christ Church Outreach Director handles requests for 
financial assistance. Often there is an Alexandria City 
Human Services social worker assigned to each family 
to work on larger issues such as housing and Medicaid 
enrollment. 

The ministry is a partnership — designed so that the 
care team and the family can “meet in the middle” — 
with the goal of self-sufficiency. This is challenging and 
very gratifying work. 

To date Emmanuel’s Care Team has shepherded four 
families successfully along this path. The parish has 
supported each with clothing, furniture, household 
supplies, moving assistance, public school enrollment, 
sports signups, doctor and dentist appointments, 
occasional financial assistance, and more.  

Each family has its own story, personality and 
challenges.  

Emmanuel’s Care Team (Kim Scott, Jennifer Jones, and 
Lee Andersen) is now helping a new family, the Latifis. 

Mr. Latifi spent ten years serving 
as an Afghan interpreter for 
American troops. He was seriously 
wounded, shot three times by 
Taliban militants, while 
supporting the U.S. military 
mission. He and his family went 
through a painstaking five-year 
process to emigrate to the United 
States. His wife Salima and their 
three children first settled in North 

Carolina, but they struggled to make a home there. 
Moving to Northern Virginia, the Latifis connected with 
Melanie Gray at Christ Church. Mr. Latifi drives for Lyft 
and is in training to become an HVAC technician. In the 
meantime, the family struggles both to keep a roof 
over their heads and food on the table.  

The Outreach Ministry Team is sponsoring a project to 
help with the cause: Spring Green Leaves of Love: A 
Refugee Family Fundraiser. Throughout the month of 
March, hanging from a clothesline in the windows of 
the narthex, will be lots of leafy green leaves with an 
envelope attached. Donate as little as $1 or as much as 
$100. The proceeds will be split between Christ Church 
Refugee Ministry and Emmanuel’s Outreach Refugee 
Ministry funds. Both will go a long way to help the 
needs of our newest neighbors. You can also donate 
online by going to our website and clicking on the “e-
giving” tab. If you would like more information or to 
volunteer, please contact Joani.  

 

http://www.emmanuelonhigh.org
mailto:celticjlp@gmail.com
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Emmanuel’s Adult Spiritual 
Formation and Outreach 
Ministry Teams, together, 
invite you to a very special 
presentation and potluck. 

Allison Duvall, Manager of 
Church Relations and 
Engagement for Episcopal 
Migration Ministries (EMM), 
the refugee relocation ministry 
of the national church 
(ECUSA), will be our speaker. 

Episcopalians have been welcoming refugees since the 
1930’s when local parishes collected donations to 
provide steamship passage to those fleeing Nazi 
Europe. In the 1980’s Episcopal Migration Ministries 
was formally established, and in partnership with other 
agencies, dioceses, churches and volunteers is today 
one of only nine national agencies through which all 
refugees enter the United States. 

EMM continues to build a network of welcome 
ministries through education and advocacy inspired by 
Jesus’s call to us in Matthew 25. 

“I Was a Stranger and You Invited Me In” 

Episcopal Migration Ministry Speaker, Conversation and 
Potluck Supper 
Saturday, March 21  |  6:00 PM  |  Parish Hall 

“For I was hungry, and you gave me 
something to eat. I was thirsty and you 
gave me something to drink. I was a 
stranger and you invited me in, I needed 
clothes and you clothed me, I was in 
prison and you came to visit me.” 

Allison will provide a look at the historical context in 
which the Episcopal Church ministries welcome to 
immigrants and refugees originally arose while 
exploring the important connections to our present 
day. She will be joined by Rashad Thomas, the 
Episcopal Church’s refugee and immigration policy 
adviser, from the ECUSA’s Office of Government 
Affairs. 

We’ll gather at 6:00 p.m. in the Parish Hall for a supper 
of soup, bread, and fruit. While there, we encourage 
you to pick up a Spring Green Leaves of Love: Refugee 
Family Fundraiser envelope (see related article on page 
10 of this newsletter). Presentation will begin at 6:30 
p.m. If you would like to volunteer to help with this 
event, please contact Joani Peacock and/or Leo Cruz. 
Stay tuned for an invite and signup information coming 
soon to you e-mail inbox! Click here to register. 

A huge thank you to all 
of you who baked and 
bought at the 
Ourtreach Bake Sale! 
We received 
approximately $700 in 
support of our refugee 
family. The Emmanuel 

"family" is truly remarkable in our support. A special 
thank you to Vonda and Torrence Delawie for their 
help in setting up and selling. 

Pat Hadley 
Outreach Team 

mailto:celticjlp@gmail.com
mailto:leocruznu02@gmail.com
http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=wsh8asdab&oeidk=a07egvmhunu80c9fbbc&condition=SO_OVERRIDE
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Preschool Board of Directors 
 

Melissa Bennett (Chair) 
Megan Savage (Treasurer) 

Kate Bartholomay (Secretary) 
Matt Stratford (Vestry Liaison) 

Becca Brocato (Teacher Representative) 
Meghan Currie (Resource Parent) 

Kate Sosnoff (Resource Parent) 
Brandon Hollingshead (Parishioner) 

Chuck McCoart (Ex Officio) 
Nicole Crochet (Ex Officio) 

 
 

Preschool Staff 
 

Director 
Nicole Crochet 

 
Office Administrator 

Dawn Doucette 
 

Financial Administrator 
Kelli Corts 

 
Teachers 

Pierina Battifora 
Rebecca Brocato 
Mary Beth Conry 

Meghan Cote 
Amy Ernst 

Marilu Escalante 
Christy Finn 
Paige Gilgan 

Mollee Hansen 
Perrin Keeler 

Jacqueline Kittredge 
Savannah McManus 

Dana Mutscheller 
Nancy Palmer 

Kate Schneider 
Cappie Stiers 

Amanda Womble 
 

School Hours 
Monday—Friday 

9:00 a.m.—12:30 p.m. 
 

Emmanuel Episcopal Preschool 
1608 Russell Road 

Alexandria, VA 22301 
703-683-0303 (phone) 

703-683-6158 (fax) 
preschooladministrator@epsonhigh.org 

www.emmanuelonhigh.org 

Preschool News — Red 2’s 

The Red 2’s represent the youngest group of students at EPS. On Thursday and 
Friday mornings, ten tiny two year-olds march bravely and confidently into their 
classroom carrying their lunch boxes ready to play and learn. They have been 
working hard to learn classroom routines and how to contribute to the care of 
our classroom materials and equipment. The children are given daily 
opportunities to explore and learn through age appropriate toys and projects. 
They are encouraged to use their words to express their needs and wants. The 
activities in the Red 2’s classroom are developed to create learning experiences 
and social experiences through play, projects and activities.  

The Red 2’s will be exploring colors during the month of March. The students will 
start their explorations by learning the names of the colors in the rainbow. We’ll 
use our knowledge of loose parts and collage to create a color wheel. Next the 
Red 2’s will read two books that will help us find out what happens when certain 
colors mix together:  Little Blue and Little Yellow and Mouse Paint. We’ll use 
paint and play dough to find out how to make green, orange, and purple from 
red, yellow, and blue. This should be lots of fun as the Red 2’s LOVE to paint! 
Once we mix lots and lots of colors, we’ll start to learn what colors are “warm” 
and what colors are “cool” by using oil pastels on black and white paper. Our 
month sure will be COLORFUL!! 

Mollee Hansen and Kate Schneider 

mailto:preschooldirector@epsonhigh.org
mailto:preschooladministrator@epsonhigh.org
mailto:administrator@emmanuelonhigh.org
mailto:preschooladministrator@epsonhigh.org
http://www.emmanuelonhigh.org/
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Preschool Tours 

Do you know someone who may be interested in our 
preschool for the 2020-2021 school year? If so, have 
them schedule a personal tour by contacting the 
preschool office (703-683-0303). 
 
 

Calling All Emmanuel 

Preschool Alumni 

Help Us Build Our Alumni List! 

Help Us Build our Alumni List! It's the preschool's 50th 
birthday and we're gathering names and contact 
information for alumni to reconnect with one another. 
If you or your child/ren graduated from Emmanuel 
Preschool, please contact Melissa Bennett, or a link to 
the google form to fill out and share the information 
with other alumni friends. Thank you! 

Spots Open at Emmanuel 
Preschool for Upcoming 
School Year 
At Emmanuel Preschool, we 
believe that children learn best 
through play and their 
relationships with peers and 
caring adults. We offer: 

• A play-based curriculum to teach literacy, math, 
science, art, music and communication skills. 

• Low teacher-student ratios, which allows us to give 
your child individualized attention. 

• A loving environment with teachers who truly care 
about your child/ren and a tight-knit community of 
parents. 

Emmanuel Preschool is currently enrolling students for 
the 2020-21 school year. Schedule a small, private tour 
with our Preschool Director while school is in session 
and come see what the buzz is all about! 

Visit  our website for more information about our 
school and to download an application for the 2020-21 
school year. 

Emmanuel follows Alexandria City 
Public School system regarding 
closings for inclement weather. If 
Alexandria Public Schools are closed, 
then Emmanuel is closed as well. All 
day and evening church activities and 
meetings are cancelled. This applies to 
weekdays and weekends. If Alexandria 

Public Schools have a late opening or an early closing then 
we will follow their lead as well.  

This inclement weather policy includes the 8:00 a.m. and 
10:30 a.m. Sunday services as well. If it is unsafe for the 
school system to be open, then it is unsafe for our church to 
be open as well. God will completely understand — yes, even 
applaud — your taking care of yourself and others by staying 
home. In the event of a Sunday closing, an e-mail will be sent 
to all who currently receive the weekly e-news; and the 
closure will be placed on the website as well. *Exceptions to 
the policy will be considered by the rector on a case by case 
basis. 

mailto:preschooladministrator@epsonhigh.org
mailto:melissashultzbennett@yahoo.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeDuKiafeRNPh8HpJuK-CMzCRYdygVj4oossSApeMdHU8Q33w/viewform
mailto:director@epsonhigh.org
http://www.emmanuelonhigh.org/preschool/
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Shrine Mont Annual Parish Retreat 

Friday, May 1 to Sunday, May 3 

Join other Emmanuel parishioners for a time-honored 
tradition, our Parish Retreat on “The Mountain.” We 
arrive dinner time Friday, May 1 and leave after lunch 
Sunday, May 3.  

Each year around 100 of us take a few days to spend 
time in the beautiful rolling mountains of Virginia. 
Families, singles, young and old alike, gather to enjoy 
the beautiful setting at Shrine Mont and walk the trails, 
skim stones in the pond, enjoy some home-cooked 
meals, participate in a retreat, play golf, read a book, 
walk the labyrinth and simply be.  

We are shaping up our program for adults and a 
separate program for children.  Details will soon follow. 

Other Shrine Mont activities include:  

• Friday night music and compline 

• Hayride on some mountain roads  

• Saturday evening happy-hour  

• Bingo and camp fire on Saturday night  

• Sunday service in the church with the highest 
ceiling (it’s outside) you can imagine  

• Good-ole family style cookin’ — Friday dinner 
through Sunday lunch  

Prices:  

• ages 0 to 3 years old — free 
• 4 to 12 years old — $35 
• 13 to 18 years old — $100 
• 19+ years young — $195 

We have scholarships if you need some financial help 
getting to Shrine Mont — you can reach  out to Chuck, 
Kelli or Joe Scott for details. Some parishioners have 
donated to enable anyone who wants to attend. 

If you have any questions please 
contact Joe Scott. Feel free to 
contact Joe if you want to 
contribute a little of your time to 
making this a great experience 
for all — managing Bingo, 
organizing the bon fire and 
marshmallows, helping with 
babysitting, …. We are looking 
forward to another great 
weekend with friends and family! 

Register online and pay through 
our E-Giving site for convenience. 

Easter Flowers 
 
Please consider helping the Altar Guild decorate the church for Easter with a 
donation to the Easter Flower Fund. It’s a meaningful way to honor, or 
remember, a loved one at Easter and will  allow the Altar Guild to do a “little 
extra” decorating for Easter Sunday! The suggested donation amount is $60, 
but all gifts are appreciated. Look for the sign-up sheet and envelopes on the 
Memorial table in the back of the church. Although there is no deadline for 
flower donations, those donations received by April 6 will be recognized in 
the Easter Sunday bulletin. You may donate by check or on-line through  e-
giving. Please be sure to note Easter Flowers.   

mailto:ccmccjr@gmail.com
mailto:administrator@emmanuelonhigh.org
mailto:lijoescott@comcast.net
mailto:lijoescott@comcast.net
http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=wsh8asdab&oeidk=a07egvz1x5i128da6d3
https://giving.ncsservices.org/dl/?uid=ncs-1997
https://giving.ncsservices.org/dl/?uid=ncs-1997
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Recently, parishioners Amélie and Charlie Cagle went 
on a cruise and while on ship were invited to 
participate in a renewal of wedding vows. Amélie 
shares, “We had a great time last week and are now 
in the Guinness Book of World Records for the largest 
number of vow renewals at sea.” Princess Cruises 
provided the original Love Boat from the TV series 
and the actor who was Captain on the TV series led 
the vow renewal. People participated from all over 
the world … all with wonderful stories ….. One  young 
couple was married 4 days earlier and she had on her 

World Record Wedding Vows 

wedding dress. Another couple from Australia was 
married two hours earlier by the Captain of the ship 
(the real one, not the actor). The captain said he had to 
keep the ship in international waters to make it legal. 

Parishioner Barbara Huffman joined in on the fun by 
giving the Cagle's a delicious bottle of champagne to 
celebrate the occasion and here they are toasting 
Barbara. 

Congratulations Amélie and Charlie! 

TnT Brunch 
Sunday, March 1  |  10:30 AM 

TnT's (Twenties and Thirties) first event of 2020 is on the books! Please join us Sunday, March 
1 after the 10:30 a.m. service for brunch at Daniel O'Connell's Irish Restaurant & Pub, 112 King 
Street. This is a family friendly event. Street parking on Sundays is free and the parking 
garages are discounted. Please RSVP to Lauren Maxey to get a headcount prior to the event. 
Also, reach out with any questions or suggestions for future events!  

 

 

Calling All Graduates 
If you have a child graduating from high school or college please let Nancy  
Dupree know. We like to recognize the graduates in the spring. 
 
 

mailto:Maxey424@gmail.com
mailto:nsdupree@live.com
mailto:nsdupree@live.com
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For a look at our continually-

updated church calendar, click 

on the calendar to the left. 

1 Carpenter’s Shelter Dinner 

5 Palm Sunday / Youth Sunday 

5 Theology on Our Feet (9:00 AM) 

5 Card Writing (11:45 AM) 

8 Vestry Meeting (7:30 PM) 

9 Maundy Thursday Foot Washing, Agape 

Supper, and Eucharist (6:30 PM) 

10 Good Friday Service (7:30 PM) 

12 Easter Sunday (8:00 AM & 10:30 AM) 

12 Easter Egg Hunt (11:45 AM) 

13 Easter Monday (Church Office Closed) 

19 Inquirer’s Class (9:00 AM) 

19 Outreach Team Meeting (9:00 AM) 

25 Carpenter’s Shelter Breakfast 

26 Inquirer’s Class (9:00 AM) 

26 Sunday School (10:15 AM) 

26 Youth Confirmation Class (11:45 AM) 

26 God & Donuts (4:00 PM) 

 

1 Inquirer’s Class (9:00 AM) 

1 Lent 1 / Youth Sunday / Preschool Sunday / 

Shrine Mont Campers Sunday (10:30 AM) 

1 Youth Confirmation Class (11:45 AM) 

1 TnT Brunch (12:00 noon) 

1 Dietrich Bonhoeffer Talk (6:30 PM) 

2 Meals on Wheels Deliveries  

4 Carpenter’s Shelter Dinner 

7 Ordination of Pete Nunnally & Claire Elser 

(10:30 AM) 

8 Lent 2 / Daylight-Saving Time Begins 

8 Inquirer’s Class (9:00 AM) 

8 Sunday School (10:15 AM) 

8 God & Donuts (4:00 PM) 

11 Vestry Meeting (7:30 PM) 

15 Lent 3 

15 Inquirer’s Class (9:00 AM) 

15 Sunday School (10:15 AM) 

21 Episcopal Migration Ministries and Potluck 

Dinner (6:00 PM) 

22 Lent 4 

22 Sunday School (10:15 AM) 

22 God & Donuts (4:00 PM) 

23-27 Bag Lunch Week 

26 Finance Team Meeting (7:30 PM) 

28 Carpenter’s Shelter Breakfast 

29 Lent 5 

29 Service with Dean Ian Markham (8:00 AM and 

10:30 AM) 

29 Adult Forum with Dean Ian Markham (9:00 AM) 

29 Youth Confirmation Class (11:45 AM) 

29 Popcorn Theology: My Beautiful Stutter (6:30 

PM) 

http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/calendar.aspx?ci=G1F0L6K5O9L6O9L6I3
http://dka200.wix.com/eecmeals
https://dka200.wixsite.com/eecmeals
http://dka200.wix.com/eecmeals
https://dka200.wixsite.com/eecmeals

