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Wonder in All 
 

Thanksgiving and the Emmanuel Annual Giving Campaign go hand in hand. That is 
how we should think of this time of year.   

At Thanksgiving, we give thanks to God for 
our many blessings. One of our blessings is 
Emmanuel and the comfort, emotional 
support, and love we receive from Chuck, 
Joani, our staff, seminarians, and our fellow 
parishioners.   

The best way to give thanks for Emmanuel 
and all that we receive is to return some of our blessings in the form of a pledge. 
Churches ask for pledges in order to help them plan for the coming year — to pay 
staff salaries, heat and electricity bills, help our neighbors — in other words to be 
able to continue to serve the parishioners and our community (both local and far 
away). Some programs that our pledges support include Bag Lunch, Meals on 
Wheels, Carpenter’s Shelter, ALIVE!, our partner parish in Haiti, and refugee 
families. 

Thus far, 78 of your fellow parishioners have pledged $286,033. If you haven’t 
pledged yet, won’t you please join us? 

New on the pledge card this year is a line to pledge a contribution to the fund to 
make needed deferred capital improvements to the church. As Chuck explained, we 
are doing this to avoid a capital campaign. We hope that you will consider also 
making a pledge to that fund. 

As Jane Kolson and Tyler Dorn, our campaign co-chairs, reminded us last year: 

 We gather together to ask the Lord’s blessing 
 He chastens and hastens His will to make known; 
 The wicked oppressing now cease from depressing 
 Sing praises to his name; He forgets not his own. 

If you need a pledge card or have questions, please contact Kelli Corts (703-683-
0798). 

Emily McNaughton, Annual Giving Team Member 
 

 

 

mailto:administrator@emmanuelonhigh.org
mailto:administrator@emmanuelonhigh.org


 

 

H i g h  N o t e s  

Our 10 -Year Vision 
 for Emmanuel 

 

Emmanuel Episcopal Church is a 
thriving, engaged and creative parish 
working to educate and meet the 
needs of children, youth and adults; 
live and demonstrate our Christian 
values; and create a more humane and 
just world through community service 
and outreach. 

 
 

Diocesan Bishops 
The Rt. Rev. Susan Goff 

The Rt. Rev. Robert Wilkes Ihloff 

 
Emmanuel Church Staff 

 
Rector 

The Rev. Charles C. McCoart, Jr. 
 

Associate for Worship  
The Rev. Joan L. Peacock  

 
Seminarian 

Pete Nunnally 
Kevin Newell 

 
Director of Spiritual Formation for  

Children and Youth 
Toni Buranen 

 
Organist/Choir Director 

Ryan Fitch 
 

Parish Administrator 
Kelli Corts 

 
Administrative Assistant 

Karen O’Hern 
 

Sexton 
Carlos Guzman 

 
Nursery Caregivers 

Lillian Urrea 
Natalie De Leon Santizo 

Jeni Rivera 
 

 
Sunday Services 

8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 
 

Church Office Hours 
Monday—Thursday 

10:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. 
 

Emmanuel Episcopal Church 
1608 Russell Road 

Alexandria, VA 22301 
703-683-0798 (phone) 

703-683-6158 (fax) 
office@emmanuelonhigh.org 
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On Sunday, November 3, 
Emmanuel will celebrate a 
major feast of the liturgical 
year. All Saints' Day is 
actually November 1, but 
in the Episcopal Church, it 
is moved to the following 
Sunday (so no one misses 
out!). All Saints’ is rooted 
in the ancient Celtic Church and built on top of the druidic quarterly feast of 
Samhain: the day for honoring ancestors. It was customary to visit grave sites 
and leave offerings of food. When the new faith came to the British Isles in the 
5th century, this feast was Christianized. 

All Hallows' Eve, All Saints’ Day, and All Souls Day were born. The church marks 
the calendar of Saints with a capital "S" and saints with a lower case "s". Saints 
include the apostles, martyrs, missionaries and more. And the saints, also 
include ordinary Christians whose lives are a window to God. Little mirrors of 
heaven. 

A visual “feast of saints” of icons, portraits, and sculpture will be on display by 
the baptismal font at the back of the church. 

On All Saints’ Sunday it is customary to remember all of our loved ones who 
have died within the past year. Each name is read and lifted up in prayer in 
thanksgiving for their life. A candle is lit, and a bell is rung for each one. This 
little ritual goes by the churchy word "necrology." 

If you would like to include the name of a departed loved one on this 
remembrance list, please email Karen in the church office by Friday, November 
1. 

We'll also pause at the end of the list for anyone who would like to speak aloud 
and add a name in church this Sunday. 

If you have any questions, please contact Joani. 

 

All Are Invited 
 

Parishioners Claire & Stefan Elser invite us to attend their 
daughter, Ruth’s baptism at Virginia Theological Seminary 
(VTS) on Thursday, November 14 at 5:15 p.m. in the chapel 
on the grounds of VTS at 3737 Seminary Road in 
Alexandria. Please join us if you can. 

The Feast of All Saints & Remembrance 
of All Souls  
Sunday, November 3   |   10:30 AM 

mailto:ccmccjr@gmail.com
mailto:jpeacock@vts.edu
mailto:pnunnally@vts.edu
mailto:knewell@vts.edu
mailto:tburanen@gmail.com
mailto:musicdirector@emmanuelonhigh.org
mailto:administrator@emmanuelonhigh.org
mailto:office@emmanuelonhigh.org
mailto:office@emmanuelonhigh.org
http://www.emmanuelonhigh.org/
mailto:office@emmanuelonhigh.org
mailto:celticjlp@gmail.com
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2019 Vestry 
 

Aaron Flaaen (Senior Warden) 
Tom Craig (Junior Warden) 
Barbara Huffman (Worship) 

Maria Jones  / Matt Stratford (Education) 
  Katie Deemer / Doris Rudolph (Service) 

Joe Dresen / Janie Piemonte /  
Meredith Wade (Stewardship) 

Emily McNaughton / Greg Shannon 
(Fellowship) 

 Gene Lange (Treasurer) 
Sarah Kolo (Clerk) 

 

Contacts for Ministry Teams 

Worship 
Team Coordinator: Nancy Dupree 
Acolytes: Kelly and Joe Dresen 
Altar Guild: Mary Ann Frank 
Counters: Kelli Corts 
Guitar Circle: Stewart Bartley 
Music & Choirs: Ryan Fitch 
Readers (8:00): Suji Kelly 
Readers and Chalice (10:30): Jerry Boykin 
Ushers: Bob Callahan 
 

Education 
Team Coordinators: Joani Peacock 
                                          Toni Buranen 
Adult Spiritual Formation: Beth Boland 
Sunday School: Toni Buranen  
Youth: Chris Piemonte; Rachel Piemonte 
Preschool: Nicole Crochet 
 

Service 
Team Coordinator: Sean Ellis 
Adult Summer Service Trip: Vacant 
ALIVE!: Sarah Orndorff 
Bag Lunch Program: Karen Coda 
Carpenter’s Shelter Breakfast: Jennifer Jones 
Carpenter’s Shelter Dinner: Bonnie Lilley 
Community Lodgings: Barbara Harslem 
Giving Tree: Sylvie Harris 
Haiti: John Maass 
Haitian Coffee Sales: Kim Scott 
Meals on Wheels: Katie Kelly 
Refugee Family: Kim Scott 
United Thank Offering: Bonnie Fairbank 
Yard Sale: Megan & John Read 
 

Fellowship  
Team Coordinator: Jennifer Jones 
Breakfast with St. Nick: Courtney Keplinger 
Coffee Hour Baristas: Ann Wheaton 
Craft & Sewing Group: Gudrun Callahan  
Easter Egg Hunt: Eileen Gorman 
Prime Timers: Bonnie Fairbank; Barbie Frank 
Shrine Mont Parish Retreat: Joe Scott 
Twenties & Thirties (TnT): Leo Cruz 
 

Stewardship 
Team Coordinator: Adam Schildge 
Annual Giving: Jane Kolson; Tyler Dorn 
Building and Grounds: Meredith Wade 
Finance: Stewart Bartley 
Foundation: Jane Kolson 

 

. 

 

 
 

 

 

Sermons: Recorded and Streaming! 
 

 
Sermons are now being recorded and posted to 
our website with some degree of regularity. The 
goal is to post a particular Sunday’s sermon shortly 
after that service, so that those unable to be 
present (e.g. Sunday school teachers, home-
bound, travelers) can hear and benefit from the 
message. To see examples of the sermons we have 

recorded, visit the Emmanuel website  and click “Sermons” in the lower right 
corner under “Quicklinks”. We are still in the midst of working out all the 
technical issues with this process, so please be patient as we sometimes 
encounter glitches on a particular Sunday. If you have technical expertise and 
would like to help this effort, please contact Aaron Flaaen.  
 

 

Emmanuel’s 2020 Pictorial Directory 
Is Your Picture Up-To-Date?  

 

We are updating our 2020 pictorial directory and need your assistance. Has your 
mailing address or email changed? Is there a new family member or hairstyle 
since your last submission? Are you new to Emmanuel within the last year? Have 
the children grown? Now is the time to send in a new photo as preparations are 
in the works to publish our 2020 directory.  

Your photo does not need to be formal, a snapshot 
is fine, as long as it is in focus and shows your 
family members close-up and clear enough to be 
identified. When submitting your photo, please 
keep in mind the following requirements:  

• Submit your photo, .jpeg format, via email to Karen. Please put your last 
name in the subject line. 

• Either black and white or color photos are acceptable. 

• If you are submitting a professionally taken photo, you must obtain written 
permission from the photographer to include the photo in Emmanuel’s 
directory. 

• If you would prefer to have one of our Emmanuel photographers take your 
picture for the directory, please let Karen know, and we will schedule a 
photo session for you. 

The pictorial directory has been well received here and helps members, new and 
long-time, connect with one another, put faces with names and is a source for 
contact information. Our next directory will be published in January 2020 but 
with 200+ families in the directory we need photos and updated contact 
information now, preferably by Friday, December 8. Questions? Email Karen. 

mailto:aflaaen@gmail.com
mailto:thomas.l.craig3@gmail.com
mailto:barbhuffman@msn.com
mailto:mariajonesie@gmail.com
mailto:matt.stratford@gmail.com
mailto:katedeemer@gmail.com
mailto:drudolph01@comcast.net
mailto:joseph.dresen@wilsoncenter.org
mailto:mjpiemonte@gmail.com
mailto:meredithswade@gmail.com
mailto:e.mcnaughton01@gmail.com
mailto:gjshannon@gmail.com
mailto:gcl47@msn.com
mailto:kolosarah@gmail.com
mailto:nsdupree@live.com
mailto:joseph.dresen@wilsoncenter.org
mailto:gmafrank1@comcast.net
mailto:administrator@emmanuelonhigh.org
mailto:sbartley59@comcast.net
mailto:musicdirector@emmanuelonhigh.org
mailto:squij2@gmail.com
mailto:jboykin@beankinney.com
mailto:%20callahro@mail.nih.gov,%20rc54d@nih.gov
mailto:celticjlp@yahoo.com
mailto:tburanen@gmail.com
mailto:bethboland@aol.com
mailto:christianed@emmanuelonhigh.org
mailto:cm.piemonte32@gmail.com
mailto:piemonte.rachel@gmail.com
mailto:director@epsonhigh.org
mailto:skellis5@gmail.com
mailto:sarah8702@gmail.com
mailto:karencoda@yahoo.com
mailto:jjplaywright@yahoo.com
mailto:clilley406@aol.com
mailto:bharslem@msn.com
mailto:sylvienharris@gmail.com
mailto:johnmaass23@verizon.net
mailto:kscott@sssas.org
mailto:okellykb@hotmail.com
mailto:kim.scott221@gmail.com
mailto:bfair1600@aol.com
mailto:johnpaulread@gmail.com
mailto:jjplaywright@yahoo.com
mailto:cpieczynski@gmail.com
mailto:aswheaton@gmail.com
mailto:gudrun.callahan@gmail.com
mailto:emgorman3@hotmail.com
mailto:bfair1600@aol.com
mailto:poolefrank@comcast.net
mailto:lijoescott@comcast.net
mailto:leocruznu02@gmail.com
mailto:adamschildge@gmail.com
mailto:jkolson@gwu.edu
mailto:tyler.dorn@gmail.com
mailto:meredithswade@gmail.com
mailto:stewartbartley@mac.com
mailto:jkolson@gwu.edu
http://www.emmanuelonhigh.org/default.asp
mailto:aflaaen@gmail.com
mailto:office@emmanuelonhigh.org
mailto:office@emmanuelonhigh.org
mailto:office@emmanuelonhigh.org
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A Message from the Vestry 

One of the great things about Washington DC is the 
people who call this area home. People come from all 
over the world to work here with the US government. 
They come with the intent of using their time and 
talents to make our country a better place. Our 
congregation reflects that sense of public service — 
current and former military, congressional staff, 
government contractors, civil servants, economists, 
regulators and countless other professionals brought 
here with a goal to make our country better in the 
service of its citizens, all sitting in our pews on Sunday.  
It is an awesome and uplifting ideal — a community 
focused on working for the common good. Regardless 
of political beliefs that ideal of service is at the core of 
everyone who lives in our community, and it is one of 
the many reasons this area is such a unique and 
wonderful place to be. 

Recently, the bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of 
Washington chose to publish a letter to the President 
questioning the rhetoric he was using and the decency 
of his message. The letter was politically one-sided, 
charged with strong rhetoric, and didn’t take into 
consideration other points of view. While some 
members of our parish community applauded the 
posting of this letter, others found this letter and its 
tone as an intrusion of divisive politics into our church 
life. A church life that for many of us serves as an 
uplifting respite from the daily political skirmishes that 
we cannot avoid by living in the national Capitol region.  
In the midst of an overall climate of political 
divisiveness in our country, and regardless of where one 
falls on the political spectrum, the bishop’s letter 
appeared to be an opportune moment to open a 
conversation among the vestry on the intersection of 
politics and church.  

Fellow Northern Virginian George Washington 
famously said, “Reason and experience both forbid us 
to expect that national morality can prevail in the 
exclusion of religious principle.” What our first 
president observed then still appears to be true today: 
avoiding politics altogether in our religious life is 
neither realistic nor conducive to a healthy climate of 
moral and spiritual growth. We need to be able to have 
a conversation about our daily lives with our spiritual 
leaders where we can discuss the stresses and strains of 
our efforts to contribute to our national wellbeing. And 

for the part of that conversation coming from the pulpit 
to be constructive, it must focus not just on our sins 
(whether it be corporate or personal) but also on our 
Savior.   

Talking about where God calls us to act and reminding 
us of the role He plays in our lives is something our 
leaders at Emmanuel do so well. Chuck recently shared 
a quote with the vestry on the subject of church 
leadership that we found particularly compelling, it was 
a quote by a Lutheran pastor from Denver who founded 
a church and is a prolific writer named Nadia Bolz-
Weber. Nadia told her parishioners that at some point 
she would let them down, that she would say or do 
something that will disappoint them. She said “ If they 
leave, I tell them, they will miss the way that God’s 
grace comes in and fills the cracks left behind by our 
brokenness. And that’s too beautiful to miss.”   

That is such a beautiful thought because it puts words 
to the way that we participate in the lives of one 
another. As a congregation we are more than just the 
people you see on Sunday, we are on a spiritual journey 
to live in Christ’s teaching together. Our humanity will 
cause us to fail to live up to that high calling, just as it 
has for the past 2000 years, but God’s love for us and 
our shared love of country give us a foundation of ideals 
that regardless of the challenges or disagreements 
unites us in the service of Christ. This congregation and 
its spiritual leaders are not only here to talk through the 
issues we face as a church but to listen when some in 
the church think our leadership is mistaken.  

These conversations about who we are and what 
divides us are never easy. Conversations on politics are 
always fraught with the potential to alienate. As a 
church we have to keep Christ at the center of all our 
conversations especially the hard ones and in those 
moments when we disagree we must have a willingness 
to engage with our leaders on how we are falling short.   
The challenges we face as a community give us an 
opportunity to grow closer together and find God in the 
places where we are broken.  

And thus, the vestry agreed that our church leaders 
should not shy away from preaching, speaking, or 
writing on topics that touch on the lived-in world. We 
also affirm Emmanuel as a place where we try to live 

(Continued on page 5) 
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out the message “all are welcome” and seek to 
cultivate a respect for diverse perspectives with Christ 
at the center of that message. Moving forward, we 
intend to include disclaimers on our social media 
accounts to make it clear that opinions in articles we 
post or link to may not reflect the opinions of the 
clergy, staff and members of Emmanuel. Above all, for 
anyone that finds themselves struggling with the 
relational void opened up by something that was 
preached, said, or written by any one of our church 
family, the vestry encourages an opening of dialogue 
with that individual. Such dialogue is precisely the 
place where God’s grace will enter to fill that void, and 
what’s left behind is not only a healthier relationship, 
but a more beautiful church community. 

(Continued from page 4) 

 

ALIVE! Empty Bowls 
Fill a Bowl, Fill a Need  

 

Enjoy a simple supper 
provided by area 
restaurants and 
bakeries. Choose a bowl 
handmade by local 
artists. Keep your bowl 
as a reminder that you are helping to fill bowls, 
alleviate suffering and build stronger futures for 
children, families and individuals living in poverty and 
with hunger in the City of Alexandria. Emmanuel 
Episcopal Church is a sponsor of the 2019 Empty 
Bowls Alexandria. ALIVE! is honored to partner with 
the Emmanuel Episcopal Congregation to serve our 
neighbors in need. All proceeds will provide food, 
shelter, emergency help and education for at-risk 
Alexandrians. To volunteer at the event, buy tickets, 
become a sponsor or make a donation, visit 
www.alive-inc.org. Saturday, November 16, 6:00 to 
8:30 p.m. at the Durant Arts Center, 1605 Cameron 
Street, Alexandria. 

HiLites 
 

At its regular meeting on October 9, the Vestry…  

• Discussed how to encourage parishioners to 
adequately support Emmanuel financially, given 
our current size and needs for staff, building and 
grounds, and programs. 

• Acknowledged that many parishioners may not 
realize how important active pledging, of any 
amount, is for the financial health and budgeting 
of the church. 

• Approved spending on a 5-year plan to upgrade 
the fire panel to a system that can be maintained 
to be kept in service for the next 15-20 years. 

• Endorsed Claire Elser to the diocese in her journey 
toward becoming a transitional deacon. 

Sarah Kolo, Clerk 

On Saturday, October 12, Chuck officiated at the wedding of Amelia 
Tuttle and Forrest Harmon. Amelia, known as Amy at Emmanuel, grew 
up in Emmanuel and was baptized and confirmed here. Amelia 
attended Emmanuel Preschool as well. In the photo above, Amy’s 
father, George, has just escorted his daughter down the aisle and is 
about to place Amy’s hand in Forrest’s hand, her very soon to be 
husband.  

http://www.alive-inc.org
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Dear Emmanuel Community, 

Another fall is upon us and in full 
swing!  

It is with a deep sense of 
gratitude that I write to say how 
much I will miss working with 
our staff, teachers, and children 
here at Emmanuel. Change is 
never easy, but I have been 
particularly blessed by this 

ministry and I will be forever grateful to have been a 
part of this parish community. I am confident that we 
will see each other again and in the meantime, know 
that I hold you all in in my heart. Please keep me and 
my family in your prayers as you will surely be in ours.  

Read on for more information!  

Love and peace, 
Toni 

Coming Up 

 

Youth Sunday Service 

Please join us for our November Youth Sunday Service, 
on November 3, at the 10:30 a.m. service. Children and 
youth are invited to participate in a special way. If your 
child, grade 3 and older, would like to carry the banner, 
read the prayers or one of the scripture readings, we 
would love to have them! Reach out to Toni. Also, as 
per usual, children are invited to arrive at 10:00 a.m. to 
practice the children's song! 

 

Sunday School 

Sunday school meets November 10, 17 and 24. 

 

God &  Donuts 

God & Donuts meets November 3 and 17.  

 

We look forward to seeing you then! 

Advent is a time of waiting — but not all that much 
waiting! Just four Sundays, four fleeting weeks that 
lead up to Christmas: a time of shopping and 
decorating and entertaining! (All good!) 

Spiritually speaking though, Advent, is a season of 
darkness that yields to light. A time of yearning that 
blossoms into hope. Each week, another candle burns 
on the Advent wreath, as we await the coming of God 
in the flesh. Just as we wait for God at the end of time.  

For four Sunday mornings, I invite you to come along 
with me for an advent/ure in faith. Using the Sunday 
lectionary and liturgy, we will explore the ritual and 
stories of this holy season. In a relaxed and 
conversational setting, we’ll grapple with the 
paradoxical truth of our faith: The God of the cosmos, 
born as a babe in the manger. 

The Sunday bulletin will be our text. There is no 
homework. You can come to any or all of the four 
sessions. And there is a bonus book for those who want 
to learn more: The Coming of Christ in Advent, by 
Raymond Brown. 

So, mark your calendars and come a little early to 
church in Advent! If you have any questions, please 
email me (Joani!). 

Spiritual Formation for 
Children and Youth 

God of the Cosmos & God 
in the Cradle: Advent Adult 
Forum Series 
December 1, 8, 15 & 22   |   9:15 AM 

mailto:tburanen@gmail.com
mailto:celticjlp@gmail.com
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"Uncommon Grace: The Life of Flannery O'Connor". 
Despite her premature death at age 39, Flannery 
O'Connor left behind one of the most haunting and 
strikingly original bodies of work in 20th Century 
literature. With the rural South as her backdrop, she 
brought to life a string of eccentric characters torn 
between their worldly ambitions and the need for a 
more enduring truth. This film traces the people and 
events that shaped her remarkable career and difficult 
theological thought including the impact of 
Catholicism on her writing. This film was screened at 
the Alexandria Film Festival 2016. Join us for an 
evening of discussion and refreshments!  

 

Alexandria Film Festival 
 

Join the Alexandria Film Festival 2019 for three days of 
film, discussion and fun, November 7 to 10. Emmanuel 
has screened many of the AFF's independent films 
during our Popcorn Theology program. Here is your 
chance to see them first, talk to the filmmakers, and 
engage in civil dialogue with audiences on a variety of 
fascinating topics. Free screenings at the Charles E. 
Beatley Library all day Friday, November 8; ticketed 
programming at the AMC Hoffman on November 9 
and 10. Visit our website to see the schedule and 
purchase tickets. See you there!    

Emmanuel parishioners who are 70 ½ or older may 
want to consider pre-paying their 2020 pledge by 
utilizing a Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD) from 
their retirement fund. Also known as an IRA Rollover, 
this arrangement: 

• Credits the donor’s gift toward his/her Required 
Minimum Distribution (RMD) for 2019, and 

• Transfers the gift tax-free to a qualified charitable 
institution such as Emmanuel. 

The donor of a QCD gift does not receive a charitable 
income tax deduction. 

QCD gifts must be transferred directly from your 
retirement plan (e.g. Schwab, Fidelity, Vanguard, TSP, 
etc.) to Emmanuel. To make a QCD gift, please contact 
your retirement plan administrator and ask for 
instructions on requesting such a transfer. The check 
should be made payable to Emmanuel Episcopal Church 
and directed to Kelli Corts, Parish Administrator.  
Emmanuel’s tax ID number is 54-0506454. Please ask 
your retirement administrator to include your name on 
the gift paperwork and a notation of “2020 Annual 
Giving Campaign.” 

Please direct questions to Jane Kolson, Annual Giving 
Campaign co-chair, at 202-280-8634, or Kelli Corts, at 
703-683-0798.  

Popcorn Theology 
November 17   |   6:00 PM 

Qualified Charitable 
Deduction (QCD) 

Work Party Results 
Big thanks to Doris Rudolph, Laura West, John 
Ajello, Christina Bartley, the Milarias family, and 
Kelli Corts for their enthusiastic efforts to shorten 
the never-ending "To Do" list. Most of what we 
accomplished is invisible to most people, but FYI, 
EEC building and grounds are now cleaner and 
neater, better organized and labeled, cutback/
dug up and stabilized. See if you can spot the 
improvements! 

Meredith Wade 

https://alexfilmfest.com
https://alexfilmfest.com
mailto:jkolson@gwu.edu
mailto:administrator@emmanuelonhigh.org
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Emmanuel’s formal Annual Giving Campaign has ended, however we welcome your 
commitment anytime. If for any reason you did not receive a campaign packet in 
the mail, please let the church office know or pick one up at the back of the church. 
This year’s commitments made by our parishioners will be used by our Vestry to 
create Emmanuel’s budget for 2020. We encourage all to participate in supporting 
the work and Christian ministries of our thriving congregation!    

 

  

  

  

  

Thank you to the following individuals and families who have made a 2020 pledge. Those names with asterisks have 
also made a pledge for capital expenses. 

Wonder in All 

 2019 2020 Annual Pledge 
(as of October 29) 

2020 Capital Expenses 
(as of October 29) 

Annual Gifts $423,829 $286,033 $29,413 

Pledges 159 78 55 

New Pledges 22 5 2 

Goal $450,000 / 20 new $450,000 / 15 new $55,000 

Kerry & David Abbott* 
Jennifer  Adams 
Kerry & Patrick Adams* 
Paula & John Ajello* 
Elizabeth & Tom Anderson* 
Kate Armstrong 
Marianne Bailey & Alex Bambara 
Kate & Brian Bartholomay* 
Christina & Stewart Bartley  
Jerry Boykin* 
Jim Bradley 
Amélie & Charles Cagle* 
Walter Carlton* 
Theresa McCarthy & Peter Chandler 
Karen Coda* 
Mary Lou Collins* 
Taylor & Tom Craig* 
Vonda & Greg Delawie* 
Mandy & Tyler Dorn* 
Nancy Dupree* 
Gail & Ron Eger* 
Sean Ellis* 
Marion & Don Ervine* 
Bonnie & Ralph Fairbank 
Toby & Oscar Fitzgerald 
Bridget & Aaron Flaaen* 
Carol Foss* 
Barbie Frank* 

Victoria Frank 
Paulette & Doug Garthoff* 
Bettina Gehring* 
Jenny & Joseph Gesley* 
Pat Hadley 
Ginny & Tack Hamby 
Barbara Helsing 
Sarah Orndorff & Nate Ho* 
Barbara Huffman* 
Beth Jarrett 
Maria Jones* 
Mary & Phil Kasik 
Sue & Pat Kenny* 
Courtney & Scott Keplinger* 
Sarah & David Kolo* 
Jane & Ken Kolson* 
Kathleen & Timothy LaDonna* 
Bonnie Lilley* 
Louise & Lowell Livinghouse 
Elizabeth & Chris Massey* 
Lauren Maxey* 
Chuck McCoart* 
Kathleen McCulloch* 
Carter McDowell* 
Emily McNaughton* 
Lucy Mustin 
Kay Parker 
Joani Peacock 

Pete Petersen* 
Kristin & Steven Pfeiffer* 
Janie & Mike Piemonte 
Pauline Porter* 
Grace & David Pratt* 
Doris Rudolph* 
Alicia Hosmer & Jason Schmauder* 
John Schoenewolf* 
Kim & Joe Scott 
Cindy Shen* 
Joyce & Ed Soyster* 
Cappie & Bill Stiers 
Pat Barbarowicz & Chuck Thomas* 
Sharon & Blake Thompson* 
Marilyn Tulloch 
Pat Tyler* 
Meredith Wade* 
Laura West* 
Catherine & Doug Wheeler* 
Jacqueline Willan 
Rance Willis* 
Margaret & Brett Wohler* 
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The annual Christmas 
Pageant is scheduled for 
December 24 at 4:00 
p.m. It’s an opportunity 
for our children to play a 
special part in the telling 
and acting out of the 
Christmas story. While 
Christmas carols are 
sung and scripture is 
read, our children come 
into the sanctuary 
dressed in costumes 
such as angels, stars, 
wise “people”, 
shepherds, animals, as well as Mary and Joseph!   

We are seeking volunteer(s) to manage the pageant 
process. 

The process entails: 

• making sure costumes are ready and available 
• advertising for the occasion 
• showing up early to manage the pageant 
• put everything away after the pageant 

All that is needed is a person or two who: 

• love kids 
• have patience 
• can manage minor chaos 
• have a sense of humor 
• have grace under fire! 

Might you be interested in volunteering this year? If 
yes, please let Chuck know. 

A "grownup" holiday gathering to celebrate the "spirits" 
of the season!   

Saturday, December 7, 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. in the Parish 
Hall. 

Serenaded by the vocal group "Amici" (Ryan & friends) 
along with Bell Choir ringers, we’ll sing carols with 
Claire Elser on the piano.  

Along with cocktails 
(spiked hot cocoa, 
cranberry champagne 
spritzers, seasonal 
brews)  and 
mocktails (hot mulled 
cider and sparkling, 
too).  

And nibbles, sweet 
and savory!  

Wear your CRAZIEST 
Christmas sweater! (There will be prizes!) 

And for our neighbors in need, please, bring NEW warm 
gloves, hats, and scarves for Carpenter's Shelter.  

Childcare available by request. 

Donations accepted at the door. 

What could be more fun in Advent?  

Stay tuned for a signup e-mail later this month! 

Contact Joani for more information. 

Seeking Volunteer(s) for 
Annual Christmas Pageant 

Cocktails, Mocktails & 
Carols: Save the Date! 
Saturday, December 7   |   7:00 PM 

Hosting Fall Coffee Hour   
 

It may seem intimidating but being a Coffee Hour Host only requires an occasional 
Sunday commitment, buying at minimum ready-made cookies or crackers, a bag of 
grapes and a quart of half-n-half. The coffee, tea, cups and plates are all there as are 
instructions for making coffee and hot water. At this time, we are in need of Coffee Hour 
Hosts in November and December. If you would like to be a part of the Coffee Hour 
Ministry, please e-mail or call Ann Wheaton (240-604-2835) or sign up directly here.  

mailto:ccmccjr@gmail.com
mailto:celticjlp@gmail.com
mailto:aswheaton@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-iybG6ko1d2WWNglH3j771hNutnQTMb3hcS1-SieTmU/edit
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Preschool Board of Directors 
 

Melissa Bennett (Chair) 
Megan Savage (Treasurer) 

Kate Bartholomay (Secretary) 
Matt Stratford (Vestry Liaison) 

Becca Brocato (Teacher Representative) 
Meghan Currie (Resource Parent) 

Kate Sosnoff (Resource Parent) 
Brandon Hollingshead (Parishioner) 

Chuck McCoart (Ex Officio) 
Nicole Crochet (Ex Officio) 

 
 

Preschool Staff 
 

Director 
Nicole Crochet 

 
Office Administrator 

Dawn Doucette 
 

Financial Administrator 
Kelli Corts 

 
Teachers 

Pierina Battifora 
Rebecca Brocato 
Mary Beth Conry 

Meghan Cote 
Amy Ernst 

Marilu Escalante 
Christy Finn 
Paige Gilgan 

Mollee Hansen 
Perrin Keeler 

Jacqueline Kittredge 
Savannah McManus 

Dana Mutscheller 
Nancy Palmer 

Kate Schneider 
Cappie Stiers 

Amanda Womble 
 

School Hours 
Monday—Friday 

9:00 a.m.—12:30 p.m. 
 

Emmanuel Episcopal Preschool 
1608 Russell Road 

Alexandria, VA 22301 
703-683-0303 (phone) 

703-683-6158 (fax) 
preschooladministrator@epsonhigh.org 

www.emmanuelonhigh.org 

Preschool News — Purple 3’s 

The Purple 3s have had a fantastic 
beginning to their school year! We have 
settled into a routine with our schedule 
and class jobs and all of the students are 
excited to see what each day brings. This 
month we will focus on all things fall 
related. We will start off the month with 
the first part of a year long 4-installment 
art project focusing on trees. The Purple 3s 
will use q-tip bundles and paint to create 
the foliage on a fall tree. This project will 
be revisited as the seasons change 
throughout the year. Speaking of fall 
foliage, the Purple 3s spend time every 
Wednesday walking outside observing and 
collecting objects to examine more closely 
in our classroom. This month we will create 
art with our found objects using our collage 
skills.  

As the month moves on, we will spend 
some time thinking about corn. The Purple 
3s will use tools (i.e. magnifying glasses, 
tweezers, sticks) to investigate ears of 
corn. Next we will create art using ears of 
corn and the week will end with a yummy 
popcorn snack. The end of the month 
brings Thanksgiving and the Purple 3s will 
be hard at work preparing for the schoolwide 
Thanksgiving Feast. We will create necklaces 
to wear and make Chex mix to share with all 
of our preschool friends on the feast day. 

Mollee Hansen and Kate Schneider 

 

 

Priority Applications for 2020-
2021 School Year 

 

Preschool priority applications for the 2020
-2021 school year will be available on 
Wednesday, November 20. If you are 
interested in your child attending 
Emmanuel Preschool, please contact the 
preschool office for an application (703-683
-0303). 

mailto:preschooldirector@epsonhigh.org
mailto:preschooladministrator@epsonhigh.org
mailto:administrator@emmanuelonhigh.org
mailto:preschooladministrator@epsonhigh.org
http://www.emmanuelonhigh.org/
mailto:preschooladministrator@epsonhigh.org
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Preschool Chapel with the 4/5s 

The 4/5s first chapel story was about St. Francis. The 
children brought in stuffed animals to be blessed and 
learned about St. Francis being a patron of animals and 
the environment. He called the sun his sister, the moon 
his brother, and animals his brothers and sisters. The 
kids loved the lesson and having their stuffed animals 
blessed. 

 

 

Handy Little Chart — God Has Positive Answers 
YOU SAY  GOD SAYS  BIBLE VERSES  

You say: 'It's impossible' God says:  All things are possible ( Luke 18:27) 

You say: 'I'm too tired' God says: I will give you rest ( Matthew 11:28-30) 

You say: 'Nobody really loves me' God says: I love you ( John 3:16 & John 3:34 ) 

You say: 'I can't go on' God says: My grace is sufficient (II Corinthians 12:9 & Psalm 91:15) 

You say:  'I can't figure things out' God says: I will direct your steps (Proverbs 3:5-6) 

You say: 'I can't do it' God says: You can do all things ( Philippians 4:13) 

You say: 'I'm not able' God says: I am able (II Corinthians 9:8) 

You say: 'It's not worth it' God says: It will be worth it (Roman 8:28 ) 

You say: 'I can't forgive myself' God says: I Forgive you (I John 1:9 & Romans 8:1) 

You say: 'I can't manage' God says: I will supply all your needs ( Philippians 4:19) 

You say: 'I'm afraid' God says: I have not given you a spirit of fear ( II Timothy 1:7) 

You say: 'I'm always worried and frustrated' God says: Cast all your cares on ME (I Peter 5:7) 

You say: 'I'm not smart enough' God says: I give you wisdom (I Corinthians 1:30) 

You say: 'I feel all alone' God says: I will never leave you or forsake you (Hebrews 13:5) 



 

 

 H i g h  N o t e s  Page 12 

For a look at our continually-

updated church calendar, click 

on the calendar to the left. 

1 Outreach Team Meeting (9:00 AM) 

1 Advent I — God of the Cosmos & God in the 

Cradle: Advent Adult Forum Series (9:15 AM) 

1 God & Donuts (4:00 PM) 

2 Meals on Wheels Deliveries 

3 Giving Tuesday 

4 Carpenter’s Shelter Dinner 

4 Vestry Budget Meeting (7:30 PM) 

5 Choir Practice (7:00 PM) 

7 Cocktails, Mocktails & Carols (7:00 PM) 

8 Advent 2  — God of the Cosmos & God in the 

Cradle: Advent Adult Forum Series (9:15 AM)  

8 Youth Sunday  

8 Breakfast with St. Nick (11:45 AM) 

8 Lay Committee Meeting (11:45 AM) 

11 Vestry Meeting (7:30 PM) 

15 Advent 3 — God of the Cosmos & God in the 

Cradle: Advent Adult Forum Series (9:15 AM) 

15 Card Writing (11:45 AM) 

15 God & Donuts (4:00 PM) 

15 Contemplative Christmas Taize Service (5:00 

PM) 

16-20 Bag Lunch Week 

19 Choir Practice (7:00 PM) 

22 Advent 4 — God of the Cosmos & God in the 

Cradle: Advent Adult Forum Series (9:15 AM) 

24 Christmas Eve Pageant (4:00 PM) 

24 Christmas Eve Vigil (10:00 PM) 

25 Christmas Day (Office Closed) 

26-31 Christmas Holiday (Office Closed) 

28 Carpenter’s Shelter Breakfast 

 

1 All Saints Day 

2-3 PYM High School Weekend 

3 Daylight Saving Time Ends 

3 Youth Sunday 

3 God & Donuts (4:00 PM) 

4 Meals on Wheels Deliveries 

4-8 Bag Lunch Week 

6 Carpenter’s Shelter Dinner 

7 Choir Practice (7:00 PM) 

11 Veteran’s Day (Office Closed) 

13 Vestry Meeting (7:30 PM) 

17 God & Donuts (4:00 PM) 

17 Popcorn Theology (6:00 PM) 

21 Choir Practice (7:00 PM) 

26 Carpenter’s Shelter Breakfast 

28-29 Thanksgiving Holiday (Office Closed) 

http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/calendar.aspx?ci=G1F0L6K5O9L6O9L6I3
http://dka200.wix.com/eecmeals
https://dka200.wixsite.com/eecmeals
http://dka200.wix.com/eecmeals
https://dka200.wixsite.com/eecmeals

